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CHAPTER 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS 

SECTION 1.1. TITLE 

A. ORDINANCE TEXT 

3ÏÐÚɯ4#.ɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÒÕÖÞÕɯÈÕËɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÊÐÛÌËɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯɁ,ÖÖÙÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯ4ÕÐÍÐÌËɯ#ÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯ.ÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌɂȮɯÈÕËɯ

may ÉÌɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÌËɯÛÖɯÈÚɯɁÛÏÐÚɯ4#.ȮɂɯɁÛÏÐÚɯ.ÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌȮɂɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÓÐÒÌȭ 

B. OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

3ÏÌɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯÔÈ×ɯÙÌÍÌÙÌÕÊÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÐÚɯ.ÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌɯÐÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÐÈÓÓàɯÛÐÛÓÌËɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯɁ9ÖÕÐÕÎɯ,È×ɯÍÖÙɯ,ÖÖÙÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàȮɯ-ÖÙÛÏɯ

"ÈÙÖÓÐÕÈɂɯÈÕËɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÙÌÍÌÙÙÌËɯÛÖɯÈÚɯɁÛÏÌɯ.ÍÍÐÊÐÈÓɯ9ÖÕÐÕÎɯ,È×ɂɯÖÙɯɁÛÏÌɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯÔÈ×ȭɂ 

SECTION 1.2. EFFECTIVE DATE 
This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect on November 15, 2022, and repeals and replaces the Moore County 

Unified Development Ordinance adopted on  February 18, 2014, as amended. 

SECTION 1.3. AUTHORITY 
The provisions of this Ordinance are adopted  in accordance with: 

A. THE NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTES 

The laws of the State of North Carolina, including but not limited to:   

1. Chapter 153A, Article 4 (Form of Government);  

2. Chapter 153A, Article 6 (Delegation and Exercise of the General Police Power); 

3. Chapter 160D (Local Planning and Development Regulation); 

4. Chapter 143, Article 21 (Water and Air Resources); 

5. Chapter 113A, Article 4 (Sedimentation and Pollution Control);  

B. OTHER RELEVANT LAWS 

The following laws and provisions:  

1. The Code of Ordinances, Moore County, North Carolina;  and 

2. Any special legislation enacted for Moore County by the North Carolina General Assembly. 

SECTION 1.4. PURPOSE 
The purpose of this Ordinance is to promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of residents and visitors 

to Moore County , and to ensure that all development within the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎ jurisdiction is generally 

consistent with ÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯAdopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  More specifically, this Ordinance is  

adopted to: 

A. Protect development from natural hazards;  

B. Protect the integrity of watersheds within the County; and 

C. Regulate the location and use of buildings  and land in ways that are consistent with NCGS §160D-701.    

SECTION 1.5. JURISDICTION 

A. GENERALLY 

The standards in this Ordinance shall govern all development and use of land lying within the unincorporated 

portions of Moore County except  land within the planning and development jurisdiction of any municipality 

within Moore County, unless the municipality shall have, by resolution, formally requested the County to 

enforce this Ordinance within its jurisdiction . 

B. EXEMPTIONS 

The following forms of development and activities are exempted from the requirements of this Ordinance:  

1. Agricultural and agri -tourism related activities taking place on a bona fide farm in accordance with NCGS 

§160D-903; 
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2. Forestry activities completed on a bona fide farm or as subject to a forestry management plan approved in 

accordance with NCGS §160D-921; and 

3. The division of land into parcels as part of a probated will or in accordance with the intestate succession 

provisions of Chapter 29 of the North Carolina General Statutes. 

4. Bona fide farms and land taxed under the present use value system are not exempted from the subdivision, 

flood damage prevention, and watershed overlay district provisions in this Ordinance.  

C. ANNEXATION 

The standards in this Ordinance shall remain in effect on any lands subject to annexation, incorporation, or 

extension of extraterritorial jurisdiction (ET J) by a municipality, until:  

1. The municipality  adopts development regulations for the affected area; or  

2. Up to 60 days following the approval of an annexation, incorporation, or ETJ extension by a municipality 

if no development regulations for the affected area are adopted by the municipality as part of an 

annexation, incorporation, or ETJ extension. 

D. EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION 

A municipality that desires to extend it s ÌßÛÙÈÛÌÙÙÐÛÖÙÐÈÓɯ×ÖÞÌÙÚɯÐÕÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÑÜÙÐÚËÐÊÛÐÖÕɯÔÈàɯ

do so only when the municipality and the County have agreed upon the area.   When a municipality desires 

to relinquish jurisdiction over an area within its planning jurisdiction, the municipal regulations and powers 

of enforcement shall remain in effect until the sooner of the following takes place:  

1. Moore County has adopted regulations for the relinquished jurisdiction; or  

2. A period of 60 days following the action by which the municipality relinquished jurisdiction. During this 

period, the County may hold hearings and take other measures that may be required in order to adopt 

regulations for the relinquished area.  

When a municipality is granted extraterritorial jurisdictional powers by Moore County in accordance with 

NCGS §160D-202, such approval shall be evidenced by a formally adopted resolution of the Board of 

Commissioners.  Approval of extraterritorial jurisdiction may be rescinded by the Board of Commissioners 

Ü×ÖÕɯÛÞÖɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÕÖÛÐÊÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÔÜÕÐÊÐ×ÈÓÐÛàɯÉàɯÙÌ×ÌÈÓÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÚÖÓÜÛÐÖÕȭɯ 

E. APPLICATION TO GOVERNMENTAL UNITS 

Except as stated elsewhere in this Ordinance, the standards in this Ordinance shall apply to: 

1. Development by the County, its agencies, or departments; 

2. Development of buildings by a municipality or State agencies or departments, public colleges or 

universities, or other political subdivisions of the State, in accordance with the standards in NCGS §160D-

913. 

3. Development owned or held in tenancy by the government of the United States, its agencies, departments, 

or corporate services, to the full extent permitted by federal law. For those activities of the Federal 

Government exempted from these regulations, compliance is strongly encouraged. 

F. RELATIONSHIP TO PRIVATE AGREEMENTS, COVENANTS, AND DEED RESTRICTIONS 

1. Except as hereinafter provided, this Ordinance shall not be deemed to interfere with, abrogate, annul, or 

otherwise affect in any manner whatsoever any easement, covenants, deed restrictions, or other private 

agreements between private parties.  

2. Unless deed restrictions, covenants, or other contracts directly involve Moore County as a party in interest, 

the County shall have no administrative responsibility for enforcing such deed restrictions, covenants, or 

contracts. 

G. VESTED RIGHTS 

Nothing in this Ordinance is intended to repeal, supersede, annul, impair, or interfere with any existing 

vested rights provided they were lawfully established and remain in effect.  
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H. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS 

In the application of this Ordinance, all provisions shall be considered as minimum requirements and shall 

not be deemed to limit or repeal any other powers or authority granted under the North Carolina General 

Statutes. 

SECTION 1.6. CONSISTENCY WITH ADOPTED COMPREHENSIVE LAND USE PLAN 

A. GENERALLY 

The administration, enforcement, and amendment of this Ordinance shall be accomplished in accordance 

with the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚ adopted planning policy framework.  This includes the 2013 Land Use Plan, the Small Area 

A Plan, and all other applicable County -Adopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan documents. 

B. CONFORMANCE 

Adopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan is advisory in nature and does not carry the effect of law.  

Consistency with Adopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan is not a requirement for the continuing validity of 

any provision of this Ordinance, except as provided in NCGS §§ 160D-604 and 160D-605. 

C. CONSISTENCY 

This Ordinance is intended to ensure that all development within the County  is consistent with the goals, 

objectives, policies, strategies, and actions contained in the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚ Adopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

D. AMENDMENT UPON INCONSISTENCY 

To the extent this Ordinance or the Official Zoning Map is or becomes inconsistent with the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚ Adopted 

Comprehensive Land Use Plan, it should be amended to remain consistent. However, consistency with 

Adopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan is not a prerequisite for approval of a rezoning application, and the 

future land use map portion of the comprehensive plan shall be deemed amended when the Board of 

Commissioners approves a rezoning or planned development application that is inconsistent with the future 

land use map in accordance with NCGS §160D-605.   

SECTION 1.7. CONFLICT 
A. If a provision of this Ordinance is inconsistent with State or federal law, the more restrictive provision controls, 

to the extent permitted by law.  

B. If a provision of this Ordinance is inconsistent with another provision found in other adopted ordinances of 

the County , the more restrictive provision shall govern, unless the terms of the more restrictive provision 

specifies otherwise. 

C. In cases where two or more standards in this Ordinance conflict with one another, the more restrictive 

standard shall control.  

D. The more restrictive provision is the one that imposes greater restrictions or burdens, or more stringent 

controls. 

E. In cases where one requirement of this Ordinance conflicts with an otherwise applicable standard associated 

with an overlay zoning district, the standard applicable in the overlay zoning district shall prevail.  

F. Authorized deviations, such as an approved variance, planned development approval, conditional rezoning, 

or density incentive , that are authorized by and established in accordance with this Ordinance shall control 

and not be considered to conflict with other more restrictive standards in this Ordinance.  

G. Development standards in Chapter 7, General Development Standards, that are more restrictive than an 

otherwise applicable use standard in Chapter 8, Specific Use Standards, shall control. 

H. In the event of a conflict or inconsistency between the text of this Ordinance and any heading, caption, figure, 

illustration, table, or map, the text shall control.  

SECTION 1.8. SEVERABILITY 
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The legislative intent of the Board of Commissioners in adopting this Ordinance is that all provisions shall 

regulate development in accordance with the existing and future needs of the County  as established in this 

Ordinance, and promote the public health, safety, and general welfare of the landowners and residents of Moore 

County . If any section, subsection, sentence, boundary, or clause of this Ordinance is for any reason held by a 

court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions 

of the Ordinance. The Board of Commissioners hereby declares that it would have passed this Ordinance and any 

section, subsection, sentence, boundary, clause, and phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or more 

sections, subsections, sentences, boundaries, clauses, or phrases are declared invalid.  
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CHAPTER 2.  REVIEW BODIES AND 

ADMINISTRATOR 

SECTION 2.1. GENERALLY 

A. REVIEW BODIES ESTABLISHED 

The following review bodies have powers and responsibilities for administering this Ordinance:  

1. The Board of Commissioners; 

2. The Planning Board; 

3. The Board of Adjustment;  

4. The Subdivision Review Board ; and 

5. The Administrator.  

B. ALL MEETINGS SHALL BE OPEN 

Except for closed session meetings conducted by the Board of Commissioners, all meetings of elected or 

appointed review bodies under this Ordinance shall be open to the public in accordance with NCGS §143-318 

(Meetings of Public Bodies) and shall be conducted in accordance with the procedures set forth in these 

regulations, the County  Code of Ordinances, ÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯAdopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan, and rules 

of procedure adopted by the respective review bodies. 

C. RULES OF PROCEDURE 

Except for the Administrator, each  review body established in this Ordinance shall adopt formal rules of 

procedure consistent with the level of decision -making delegated to that body.  Adopted rules of procedure 

shall be kept on file ÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÖÍÍÐÊÌÚȮ are available for public inspection, and shall be maintained by the 

designated staff to the review body. 

D. OATH OF OFFICE 

All review body members (including the Administrator ) who review and decide applications under this 

Ordinance shall be administered the oath of office prior to commencing their duties in accordance with Article 

6, Section 7 of the North Carolina Constitution by a person authorized to administer the oath.  T he County  

"ÓÌÙÒɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÔÈÐÕÛÈÐÕɯÈɯÙÌÊÖÙËɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÖÈÛÏɀÚɯÈËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÐÖÕȭ 

E. CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

1. LEGISLATIVE AND ADMINISTRATIVE DECISIONS 
i. A review body member shall not vote on an application where the outcome of the matter being 

considered is reasonably likely to have a direct, substantial, and readily identifiable financial impact on 

the member in accordance with NCGS §160D-109. 

ii. A review body member shall not vote on an application where the landowner or applicant is a person 

with whom the member has a close familial, business, or other associational relationship.  For the 

×ÜÙ×ÖÚÌÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÚÌÊÛÐÖÕȮɯɁÊÓÖÚÌɯÍÈÔÐÓÐÈÓɯÙÌÓÈÛÐÖÕÚÏÐ×ɂɯÔÌÈÕÚɯÚ×ÖÜÚÌȮɯ×ÈÙÌÕÛȮɯÊÏÐÓËȮɯÉÙÖÛÏÌÙȮɯÚÐÚÛÌÙȮɯ

grandparent, or grandchild, including step, half, and in -law relationships.  

2. QUASI-JUDICIAL DECISIONS 
i. A review body member shall not participate in or vote on any quasi -judicial matter in a manner that 

would violate an affected persons' constitutional rights to an impartial decision maker.  

ii. Impermissible violations of due process include but  are not limited to: a member having a fixed opinion 

prior to hearing the matter that is not susceptible to change; an undisclosed ex parte communication; a 

close familial, business, or other associational relationship with an affected person; or a direct, 

substantial, and readily identifiable financial impact on the member.  

3. RECUSAL 
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i. If a conflict of interest exists, then a review body member shall recuse themselves from participating in 

and voting on an application.  

ii. (ÍɯÈÕɯÖÉÑÌÊÛÐÖÕɯÐÚɯÙÈÐÚÌËɯÛÖɯÈɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɀÚɯ×ÈÙÛÐÊÐ×ÈÛÐÖÕɯÈÕËɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÌÔÉÌÙɯËÖÌÚɯÕÖÛɯÙÌÊÜÚÌɯÏÐÔÚÌÓÍɯÖÙɯÏÌÙÚÌÓÍȮɯ

then the remaining members shall, by majority vote, rule on the objection.  

F. MINUTES AND RECORDS 

1. Accurate minutes of each meeting shall be maintained by each review body showing the vote of each 

member on each question, or if absent or failing to vote, indicating such fact.  Each review body shall keep 

records of its examinations and official actions.  

2. All minutes and records from Board of County Commissioners meetings shall be filed in the office of the 

County  Clerk for the public record.    

3. All minutes and records from Planning Board, Board of Adjustment, and Subdivision Review Board 

meetings shall be filed in the offices of the Planning Department for the public record.  

G. REGULAR MEETINGS 

All review bodies shall meet at regularly scheduled times and at such other times as determined by the 

Chairperson as provided for in the rules of procedure.  Special meetings may be called at any time by the 

Chairperson or by request of a majority of the members of the review body. 

H. STAFF TO BOARDS 

Other than the Board of Commissioners, the Administrator  or a designee shall serve as staff to the review 

bodies identified in this Ordinance.   

SECTION 2.2. BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

A. POWERS AND DUTIES 

The Board of Commissioners shall have decision-making authority on the following requests:  

1. Amendments to the UDO text and the Official Zoning Map;  

2. Special use permits; 

3. Conditional rezonings; 

4. Major preliminary subdivision plats; 

5. Vested rights extensions; 

6. Extraterritorial jurisdiction ( ETJ) expansions;  

7. Amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan for Moore County.  

B. APPEALS AND CHALLENGES 

Appeals of quasi-judicial decisions and challenges of legislative decisions made by the Board of 

Commissioners shall be to the Superior Court for Moore County in accordance with the provisions in Chapter 

14 of this Ordinance. 

C. EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION (ETJ) EXPANSIONS 

In accordance with NCGS §160D-202, a request by the municipality  to extend its extraterritorial jurisdiction 

by more than one mile beyond its corporate limits should include a parcel map and municipal approval of 

the proposed ETJ expansion. The Planning Board and Board of Commissioners shall hold public hearings. 

Notice of the public h earings shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation once a week for 2 

consecutive weeks prior to each public hearing. The Administrator shall notify by certified mail return receipt 

of the public hearings to the applicant(s) and the owner(s) of the parcel(s) of land shown on the County tax 

records at least 10, but not more than 25 days, prior to the date of each public hearing.  If the ETJ expansion is 

approved, a resolution approving an agreement between the County of Moore and the municipality must be 

signed by the Chairman of the Board of Commissioners. 
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D. FEE SCHEDULE 

The Board of Commissioners shall adopt annually, via ordinance, a schedule of fees and fines associated with 

this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2.3. PLANNING BOARD 

A. POWERS AND DUTIES 

The Planning Board is hereby established in accordance with NCGS §160D-301 and shall perform any related 

duties as directed by the Board of Commissioners, including coordinating citizen engagement in the 

development of Adopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  

B. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Planning Board shall review and make recommendations on the following requests:  

1. Amendments to the UDO text and the Official Zoning Map;  

2. Conditional rezonings;  

3. Extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) expansions; and 

4. Amendments to the Comprehensive Land Use Plan for Moore County.  

C. DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY 

The Planning Board shall act as the Watershed Review Board and have decision-making authority on the 

following requests:  

1. Special non-residential intensity allocations (SNIA);  

2. Watershed density averaging certificates;  

3. Public health and/or water quality abatements;  

4. Proposed major watershed variance approvals (for further consideration by the Environmental 

Management Commission); and 

5. Minor w atershed variances. 

D. QUORUM 

No official business of the Planning Board may be conducted without a quorum present.  For any and all 

matters there shall be present a quorum in accordance with the by-laws and/or rules of procedures adopted 

by the Board of Commissioners. 

E. VOTING 

1. Except for decisions on minor watershed variances and proposed decisions on major watershed variances, 

an affirmative vote of the majority of Planning Board members constituting a quorum is required for all 

decisions.  The Chairperson shall vote as any other member. 

2. The concurring vote of four -fifths of the Watershed Review Board members shall be necessary to grant a 

minor watershed variance or a proposed major watershed variance.  Proposed major watershed variance 

approvals must also be approved by the Environmental Management Commission before becoming 

effective. 

F. APPEALS AND CHALLENGES 

Appeals of quasi-judicial decisions and challenges of legislative decisions made by the Watershed Review 

Board shall be to the Superior Court for Moore County in accordance with the provisions in Chapter 14 of 

this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2.4. BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

A. POWERS AND DUTIES 

The Board of Adjustment is hereby established in accordance with NCGS §160D-302 and shall perform related 

duties as directed by the Board of Commissioners. The Board of Adjustment shall have decision-making 

authority on the following requests:  
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1. Variances, except for minor watershed variance applications ; 

2. Reasonable accommodations; and 

3. Administrative appeals. 

B. QUORUM 

No official business of the Board of Adjustment may be conducted without a quorum present. For taking 

action on an appeal or reasonable accommodation, there shall be present a quorum of at least three members 

from the entire Board of Adjustment.  For taking action on a variance, there shall be present a quorum of at 

least four members from the entire Board of Adjustment.  

C. VOTING 

The concurring vote of four -fifths of the Board of Adjustment members shall be necessary to grant a variance.  

A simple majority of the Board of Adjustment members shall be required to decide any other matter.  

Members who are recused from voting due to a conflict of interest shall not be counted towards a simple or 

super majority.  

D. APPEALS 

Appeals of quasi-judicial decisions made by the Board of Adjustment shall be to the Superior Court for Moore 

County in accordance with the provisions in Chapter 14 of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 2.5. SUBDIVISION REVIEW BOARD 

A. POWERS AND DUTIES 

1. The Subdivision Review Board  is hereby established in accordance with NCGS §160D-306 and shall 

perform related duties as directed by the Board of Commissioners.   

2. The Subdivision Review Board  shall review applications on major preliminary subdivision plats.   

B. QUORUM 

No official business of the Subdivision Review Board may be conducted without a quorum present.  For any 

and all matters there shall be present a quorum in accordance with the by-laws and/or rules of procedures 

adopted by the Board of Commissioners.  

C. VOTING 

An affirmative vote of the majority of Subdivision Review Board members constituting a quorum is required 

for all recommendations.  The Chairperson shall vote as any other member. 

SECTION 2.6. THE ADMINISTRATOR 

A. DESIGNATION 

Except as otherwise specified in this Ordinance, the Planning Director, and their designees, are appointed to 

ÚÌÙÝÌɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯɁ ËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÖÙɂɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯ4#.ȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÛÌÙÔɯɁ2ÛÈÍÍɂɯÖÙɯɁ/ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯ2ÛÈÍÍɂɯÔÈàɯÉÌɯÜÚÌËɯÐÕÛÌÙÊÏÈÕÎÌÈÉÓàɯ

ÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÛÌÙÔɯɁ ËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÖÙȭɂɯThe Administrator shall be responsible for administration and enforcement 

of this Ordinance .: 

B. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Administrator shall review and make recommendations on the following requests:  

1. Concept plans associated with a conditional rezoning prior to consideration by the Planning Board;  

2. Planned development master plans prior to consideration by the Planning Board;  

3. Site plans associated with special use permit applications prior to consideration by the Board of 

Commissioners; and 

4. Site plans to be considered as site-specific vesting plans by the Board of Commissioners. 

C. DECISION-MAKING AUTHORITY 

The Administrator  shall have decision-making authority on the following requests:  
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1. Zoning permit s; 

2. Site plans; 

3. Floodplain development permit s; 

4. Minor subdivision plats; 

5. Limited subdivision plats; 

6. Family subdivision plats;  

7. Exemption plats; 

8. Major final subdivision plats;  

9. Water Supply Watershed-related application  approvals;   

10. Determinations; and 

11. Administrative adjustments. 

D. OTHER POWERS AND DUTIES 

The Administrator shall also have the following other responsibilities  under this Ordinance : 

1. Conduct pre-application conferences; 

2. Serve as the Floodplain Administrator;  

3. Serve as the Watershed Administrator; 

4. Maintain the Official Zoning Map and related materials;  

5. Interpret the boundaries of the Official Zoning Map;  

6. Establish and maintain application forms;  

7. Determine application completeness; 

8. /ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÌß×ÌÙÛÐÚÌɯÈÕËɯÛÌÊÏÕÐÊÈÓɯÈÚÚÐÚÛÈÕÊÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÙÌÝÐÌÞɯbodies; 

9. Maintain records pertaining to the provisions of this Ordinance and make records available for public 

inspection; and 

10. Related duties as directed by the Board of Commissioners. 
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CHAPTER 3. INTENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 

SECTION 3.1. COMPLIANCE REQUIRED 
Land within the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎ jurisdiction shall not be developed except in accordance with the applicable 

zoning district regulations of this Chapter. 

SECTION 3.2. ZONING DISTRICTS DISTINGUISHED 
 ÓÓɯÓÈÕËɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÑÜÙÐÚËÐÊÛÐÖÕɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯÐÕɯÖÕÌɯÖÙɯÔÖÙÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÛà×ÌÚɯÖÍɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯ

districts:  

A.  ÓÓɯÓÈÕËɯÚÜÉÑÌÊÛɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÚÌɯÚÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÊÓÈÚÚÐÍÐÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÖÕÌɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÈÓɂɯÖÙɯɁÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɂɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯ

districts identified in Section 3.3.  

B. +ÈÕËɯÐÕɯÈÕàɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÈÓɯÖÙɯÊÖÕËÐÛÐÖÕÈÓɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯÔÈàɯÈÓÚÖɯÉÌɯÊÓÈÚÚÐÍÐÌËɯÐÕÛÖɯÖÕÌɯÖÙɯÔÖÙÌɯɁÖÝÌÙÓÈàɂɯ

zoning districts.  

C. In cases where land is within an overlay zoning district, the standards in the overlay district apply in addition 

to the standards governing development in the underlying conventional or conditional zoning district.  

D. Conflict between underlying and overlay zoning districts is addressed in accordance with Section 1.7. 

E. Land in the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚ jurisdiction shall be classified or reclassified into a conventional, conditional, or overlay 

zoning district only in accordance with the procedures and requirements set forth in Chapter 11, or Chapter 

12, as appropriate. 

SECTION 3.3. ZONING DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED  
The following table sets out the conventional,  conditional , and overlay zoning districts  in this Ordinance 

established in accordance with NCGS §160D-703. All land in the  CountyɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯÑÜÙÐÚËÐÊÛÐÖÕɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÓÖÊÈÛÌËɯ

within in at least one of the following conventional or conditional zoning districts.  Some lands may also be located 

in one or more of the following overlay zoning districts.   

 

TABLE OF CONVENTIONAL, CONDITIONAL, AND OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS 

CONVENTIONAL ZONING DISTRICTS CORRESPONDING CONDITIONAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

RA Rural Agricultural  RA-CZ Rural Agricultural -Conditional  

RA-20 Residential and Agricultural ɬ 20  RA-20-CZ 
Residential and Agricultural ɬ 20-

Conditional   

RA-40 Residential and Agricultural ɬ 40  RA-40-CZ 
Residential and Agricultural ɬ 40-

Conditional   

RA-2 Residential and Agricultural ɬ 2  RA-2-CZ Residential and Agricultural ɬ 2-Conditional   

RA-5 Residential and Agricultural ɬ 5  RA-5-CZ Residential and Agricultural ɬ 5-Conditional   

RA-USB 
Rural Agricultural Urban Service 

Boundary  

RA-USB-

CZ 

Rural Agricultural Urban Service Boundary -

Conditional   

RE Rural Equestrian  RE-CZ Rural Equestrian-Conditional   

GC-SL Gated Community Seven Lakes  GC-SL-CZ Gated Community Seven Lakes-Conditional   

GC-WL Gated Community Woodlake  GC-WL-CZ Gated Community Woodlake -Conditional   

PC Public and Conservation    

B-1 Neighborhood Business  B-1-CZ Neighborhood Business-Conditional   

B-2 Highway Commercial  B-2-CZ Highway Commercial -Conditional  

VB Village Business  VB-CZ Village Business-Conditional   

I Industrial  I-CZ Industrial -Conditional   

 MF-CZ Multi -Family -Conditional  

PD-CZ Planned Development-Conditional  

OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS 
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TABLE OF CONVENTIONAL, CONDITIONAL, AND OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS 

CONVENTIONAL ZONING DISTRICTS CORRESPONDING CONDITIONAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

HCOD  
Highway Corridor Overlay 

District  
 

WPO 
Watershed Protection Overlay 

District  

FHO Flood Hazard Overlay District  

 

SECTION 3.4. TRANSITION OF LEGACY ZONING DISTRICTS 

A. DISTRICTS IDENTIFIED 

The following five zoning districts are identified as legacy zoning districts, which exist on the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ

Official Zoning Map, but which may not be established or modified except in accordance with the standards 

in Chapter 11 or Chapter 12 of this Ordinance. 

1. B-1-CUD; 

2. PUD/CUD ; 

3. RA-2 CUD; 

4. RA-CUD; and  

5. VB-CUD. 

B. APPLICABLE REQUIREMENTS 

Land located within a legacy zoning district shall continue to be subject to all terms and conditions associated 

with its approval or subsequent amendment.  

C. REVISION 

1. After November 15, 2022, no legacy zoning district boundary or applicable requirements may be modified 

except in accordance with the standards and requirements in this section. 

2. Revision to a legacy zoning district shall require a conventional or conditional rezoning to one of the zoning 

districts established in Section 3.3 of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 3.5. RURAL AGRICULTURAL (RA) DISTRICT 
A district intended to encourage the continuance of agricultural uses as well as to ensure that residential 

development of appropriate intensities that are consonant with the suitability of land, availability of public 

services, and that are compatible with surrounding development, will occur at appropriate densities to provide a 

healthful environment.  The RA District is also intended to accommodate rural commercial activities where the 

use, vegetative buffers, larger lots, and the compatibility of adjacent  land uses are considered to provide suitable 

locations for rural commerce and other rural activities.  

SECTION 3.6. RESIDENTIAL AND AGRICULTURAL (RA-20) AND (RA-40) DISTRICTS 
Districts  in which the principal use of the land is for single family dwellings, d uplexes, and agricultur e and 

discouraging any use which would generate traffic on minor streets other than normal traffic to serve residences 

on those streets. 

SECTION 3.7. RESIDENTIAL AND AGRICULTURAL (RA-2) AND (RA-5) DISTRICTS 
District s in which the principal use of the land is for low -density residential and agricultural purposes and to 

discourage any use which would generate traffic on minor streets other than normal traffic to serve the residences 

and farms on those streets. 
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SECTION 3.8. RURAL AGRICULTURAL URBAN SERVICE BOUNDARY (RA-USB) DISTRICT 
A district  created to identify areas where Urban Services (sewer and water) could be provided over the next 10-

15 years. Although the creation of this district implies no guarantee of services, it acknowledges areas undergoing 

growth pressures and affords slightly more protection from intrusive uses.  

SECTION 3.9. RURAL EQUESTRIAN (RE) DISTRICT  
A district  created to acknowledge what has become known as "Horse Country" in Moore County.  

SECTION 3.10. GATED COMMUNITY SEVEN LAKES (GC-SL) AND WOODLAKE (GC-WL) 

DISTRICT 
A district  created to reflect existing unincorporated gated communities.  Primarily gove rned by restrictive 

covenants, district regulations are designed to reflect deeded covenant restrictions.   

SECTION 3.11. PUBLIC AND CONSERVATION (P-C) DISTRICT  
A district  in which the primary use of land is reserved for flood control, future thoroughfare rights -of-way, public 

recreation, community facility sites, forests and other similar open spaces which will encourage the continued use 

of land for conservation purposes.  

SECTION 3.12. NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS (B-1) DISTRICT 
 ɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯËÌÝÌÓÖ×ÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɯÈÕËɯÚÌÙÝÐÊÌɯÜÚÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÚÌÙÝÌɯÊÖÔÔÜÕÐÛàɀÚɯÊÖÔÔÌÙÊÐÈÓɯ

needs, are accessible by residents from surrounding neighborhoods, and are of such nature so as to minimize 

conflicts with surrounding residential ar eas. 

SECTION 3.13. HIGHWAY COMMERCIAL (B-2) DISTRICT  
A district to provide for the development of commercial and service centers that serve community, countywide, 

or regional commercial needs, are accessible by residents from surrounding neighborhoods, and are configured  

to minimize conflicts with surrounding residential areas.  

SECTION 3.14. VILLAGE BUSINESS (VB) DISTRICT  
A district c reated to acknowledge the developed business area surrounding the Gated Community of Seven Lakes 

zoning district .   

SECTION 3.15. INDUSTRIAL (I) DISTRICT 
A district  provid ing public and private uses of a production, warehousing, distribution, and industrial related 

services nature.   

SECTION 3.16. CONDITIONAL ZONING DISTRICTS DISTINGUISHED 

A. GENERALLY 

Conditional zoning districts are distinguished from conventional zoning districts in that conditional zoning 

districts are subject to additional requirements or ÓÐÔÐÛÈÛÐÖÕÚȮɯÈÎÙÌÌËɯÛÖɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÓÈÕËÖÞÕÌÙɯÖÙɯÓÈÕËÖÞÕÌÙɀÚɯ

agent and the Board of Commissioners, that are incorporated into the zoning district requirements upon its 

establishment.  Conditional zoning districts may take the form of a parallel conditional zonin g district, a 

planned development conditional district, or a multi -family conditional district.  

B. PARALLEL CONDITIONAL ZONING DISTRICT 

A parallel conditional zoning district is a conditional zoning district that directly corresponds to an existing 

conventional zoning district and is subject to the same dimensional requirements and range of allowable uses 

as the corresponding conventional zoning district except for any additional limitations or reductions in 

development potential proposed by the applicant and accepted by the Board of Commissioners.  Parallel 

conditional zoning districts are subject to the standards in Section 3.17. 



 

CHAPTER 3. INTENT OF ZONING DISTRICTS 

SECTION 3.17. ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR PARALLEL CONDITIONAL ZONING 

DISTRICTS 
 

 

Moore County UDO  Page 38 Last Updated: 10.17.23 
 

C. PLANNED DEVELOPMENT CONDITIONAL ZONING DISTRICT 

A planned development conditional zoning district is a negotiated zoning district that may or may not be 

consistent with an existing conventional zoning district.  A planned development district application may 

propose a unique range of allowable uses, unique dimensional requirements, or other deviations and 

reductions from otherwise generally applicable standards in this Ordinance.  A planned development 

conditional district requires the approval of a planned development master plan and statement of terms and 

conditions that details how development in the planned development district will be configured or will 

operate.  Planned development conditional zoning districts are subject to the standards in Section 3.18. 

D. MULTI-FAMILY CONDITIONAL ZONING DISTRICT 

A multi -family conditional zoning district is a zoning district that allows for the establishment of a variety of 

uses, including single-family attached housing, subject to dimensional requirements of the zoning district and 

other applicable requirements.  

SECTION 3.17. ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR PARALLEL CONDITIONAL ZONING 

DISTRICTS 

A. PURPOSE AND INTENT 

The rezoning of land to a conditional zoning district is intended to provide a landowner and the County  an 

alternative to rezoning the land to a conventional  zoning district, where the conventional  zoning district 

allows certain uses and development that may be appropriate but also allows uses and development that may 

not conform to Adopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan or would have adverse impacts on public facilities 

or surrounding lands. Reclassification of land to a conditional zoning district allows a l andowner to propose, 

and the Board of Commissioners to consider, additional conditions or restrictions on the range of allowable 

uses, use standards, development intensities, development standards, and other regulations applicable in the 

parallel conventional  zoning district.  This enables the County  and the landowner to tailor a zoning 

classification to accommodate desirable development while avoiding or addressing anticipated problems that 

may arise from development otherwise allowed by the conventional  zoning district.  

B. ESTABLISHMENT 

Land shall be classified into a conditional zoning district only in accordance with the procedures and 

requirements set forth in this Ordinance for establishing a conditional zoning district.  

C. APPLICABLE STANDARDS 

Development in a conditional zoning district shall be subject to all the use and development standards and 

requirements that apply to development in the parallel conventional zoning district, plus any conditions 

imposed as part of the conditional zoning ap proval (including a conditional zoning plan , if provided ), which 

may not be less restrictive than the regulations for the parallel conventional zoning district.  

D. CONDITIONAL ZONING SITE PLAN 

Applications for establishment of a conditional zoning district shall include a site plan as part of the 

application for a conditional zoning. The primary purpose for the site plan is to illustrate conditions that are 

difficult to describe with text.  The site plan shall be of sufficient detail to depict the conditions proposed by 

the applicant  and shall be reviewed by the Administrator  for potential consistency with UDO requirements 

prior to consideration by the Planning Board.  

SECTION 3.18. ADDITIONAL STANDARDS FOR PLANNED DEVELOPMENT (PD-CZ) 

CONDITIONAL ZONING DISTRICTS 
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A. PURPOSE AND INTENT 

The (PD-CZ) district is established and intended to encourage innovative and unified land planning and site 

design concepts that support economical and efficient use of land, creative design, a high quality of 

development, and a better built environment.  

B. ESTABLISHMENT 

Land shall be classified into a planned development conditional zoning district only in accordance with the 

procedures and requirements set forth in this Ordinance for establishing a planned development conditional 

zoning district.  

C. PRIOR PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENTS 

Land designated as Planned Unit Development-Conditional Zoning (PUD -CZ) prior to November 15, 2022, 

shall remain subject to the zoning conditions, site plan, and subdivision plats prepared in accordance with 

ÛÏÌɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɀÚɯÈ××ÙÖÝÈÓȭɯɯ ÕàɯÙÌÝÐÚÐÖÕÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÐÖÙ-approved conditions, site plans, or subdivisions shall require 

a rezoning to the PD-CZ district in  accordance with the standards in this section. 

D. MASTER PLAN REQUIRED 

Establishment of a planned development conditional district requires a master plan to be submitted and 

approved as part of the application to establish the district.  A master plan shall address the following:  

1. The general location of individual development areas, identified by land use(s) and/or development 

density or intensity;  

2. The general configuration and relationship of the principal elements of the proposed development, 

including general building types;  

3. The acreage, types and mix of land uses, number of residential units (by use type), non-residential floor 

area (by use type), residential density, and non-residential intensity;  

4. A development phasing plan that identifies the general sequence or phases in which the district is 

proposed to be developed, if phasing is proposed; 

5. The dimensional standards for lots applicable in each development area of the district;  

6. The general location, amount, and type of open space (whether designated for active or passive recreation);  

7. The location of environmentally sensitive lands, wildlife habitat, and resource protection lands;  

8. The on-site transportation circulation system, including the general location of all public and private 

streets, existing or projected transit service, pedestrian and vehicular circulation features, and how they 

will connect with existing and planned syste ms; 

9. The general location of on-site potable water and wastewater facilities, and how they will connect to 

existing systems; 

10. The general location of on-site stormwater management facilities, and how they will connect to existing 

public systems; and 

11. The general location of all other on-site public facilities serving the development, including but not 

limited to parks, schools, bus shelters, and facilities for fire protection, police protection, EMS, and solid 

waste management. 

E. TERMS AND CONDITIONS STATEMENT 

In addition to a master plan, an application for the establishment of a planned development conditional 

zoning district shall include a terms and conditions  statement.  The document shall incorporate by reference 

or include, but not be limited to:  

1. A statement of planning objectives for the district;  

2. The degree of consistency between the proposed planned development master plan and the applicable 

ÈÚ×ÌÊÛÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯAdopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan; 

3. All conditions related to approval of the application;  
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4. How transportation, potable water, wastewater, stormwater management, and other infrastructure will be 

provided to accommodate the proposed development;  

5. The provisions related to environmental protection and monitoring;  

6. The range of potential principal and accessory uses.  Only those principal and accessory uses that are 

identified as allowable may be included within a planned development conditional zoning district 

application; and  

7. Any other provisions the Board of Commissioners determines are relevant and necessary to the 

development of the PD-CZ in accordance with applicable standards and regulations.  

F. COMPLIANCE REQUIRED 

In no instance shall a planned development conditional zoning district application seek to modify, waive, or 

reduce any of the following standards:  

1. Watershed Overlay District standards;  

2. Special Flood Hazard Area standards; or 

3. 3ÏÌɯÚÛÈÕËÈÙËÚɯÍÖÙɯÖÞÕÌÙÚɀɯÈÚÚÖÊÐÈÛÐÖÕÚɯin Section 19.15. 

G. COMPATIBILITY ALONG DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 

Development along the perimeter of a PD district shall be compatible with adjacent existing or proposed 

development outside the district.  Where there are potential issues of land use compatibility, the planned 

development master plan shall provide for transition areas at the edges of the PD district that provide for 

appropriate buffering and/or ensure a complementary character of uses.  Determination of complementary 

character shall be based on densities/intensities, lot size and dimensions, building heigh t, building mass and 

scale, hours of operation, exterior lighting, siting of service areas, or other aspects identified by the Board of 

Commissioners. 

H. SITE PLAN REVIEW 

1. The planned development master plan may take the form of a generalized concept plan for development 

that provides a general indication of building and site feature location, or it may be configured to the level 

of detail associated with site plans and construction drawings depicting exact building placement, location 

and profile of public infrastructure, and configuration of site features like parking, landsc aping, and 

similar elements. 

2. In cases where the master plan is more general or conceptual in nature, the development proposed in the 

planned development designation shall also undergo site plan review.  

3. In cases where the master plan is detailed and meets the minimum requirements for a site plan in the 

opinion of the Board of Commissioners, the applicant may request, and the Board of Commissioners may 

grant, an exemption from subsequent site plan review.  

4. If a site plan review exemption is granted by the Board of Commissioners, the proposed development shall 

fully comply with the development configuration depicted in the planned development master plan.  

Failure to comply with the approved master plan confi guration shall require an amendment of the planned 

development application.  

5. Regardless of the level of detail included in the master plan, the Administrator  shall review and comment 

on the master plan prior to consideration of the planned development conditional rezoning district 

application by the Planning Board.  

I. AMENDMENT 

Amendments or modifications to a planned development master plan shall be considered in accordance with 

the standards and requirements for the establishment of a planned development conditional zoning district.  

SECTION 3.19. MULTI-FAMILY CONDITIONAL (MF-CZ) ZONING DISTRICT 
A district designed to accommodate a variety of attached single-family dwellings.  
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SECTION 3.20. HIGHWAY CORRIDOR OVERLAY DISTRICT 
A. In order to  promote the general health, safety, and welfare of the community, to protect the rural character 

and natural  environment of the area, and to provide attractive highway corridors and gateways to our 

communities, the Highway Corridor Overlay District is created. The Highway Corridor Overlay District 

(HCOD) is intended to maintain or enhance the natural scenic beauty of designated corridors viewed by all.  

B. The HCOD  is established as an overlay zoning  district which overlays the underlying zoning district  

designations as depicted on the Official Zoning Map . and in the following locations:  

C. The HCOD does not include any municipal zoning jurisdictions.  

D. The following t wo HCOD sub-districts are established:  

1. RURAL HIGHWAY 
The Rural Highway HCOD sub-district overlays the zoning along portions of the following roadways as 

depicted on the Official Zoning Map, not including any municipal zoning jurisdiction: US 1 Highway and 

NC 690. This sub-ËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɀÚɯÎÖÈÓɯÐÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÝÐËÌɯÊÖÔ×ÈÛÐÉÓÌɯÛÙÈÕÚÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÉÌÛÞÌÌÕɯËÐÍÍÌÙÐÕÎɯÓÈÕËɯÜÚÌÚȮɯÌÕÏÈÕÊÌɯ

the natural environment, and retain the existing rural character of Moore County.  This sub-district applies 

in the following areas:  

i. Lands located ƘƔƔɯÍÌÌÛɯÚÖÜÛÏɯÍÙÖÔɯ/ÐÕÌÉÓÜÍÍɀÚɯ$3)ɯÉÖÜÕËÈÙàɯÛÖɯ1ÐÊÏÔÖÕËɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɯÓÐÕÌ; 

ii. Lands located 400 feet along either side of the US 15-501 right-of-way between Carthage ETJ boundary 

and Lee County line; and 

iii. Lands located 400 feet along either side of the NC 690 right-of-way. 

2. URBAN TRANSITION 
The Urban HCOD sub-district overlays the zoning along portions of the following roadways as depicted 

on the official zoning map, not including any municipal zoning jurisdiction: US 1 Highway, US Highway 

15/501, NC 22 Highway, and NC 211 Highway. This sub-ËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɀÚɯÎÖÈÓɯÐÚɯÛÖɯÐÔ×ÙÖÝÌɯ×ÙÖ×ÌÙÛàȮɯÚÜ××ÖÙÛɯÛÏÌɯ

natural conditions, and keep development consistent with the  visual character and appearance of the 

nearby Towns. The Sandhills and Longleaf Pine are unique within North Carolina and these elements are 

of economic value to the Towns and make it a desirable place for both residents and visitors. This sub-

district applies in the following areas:  

i. Lands located 400 feet along either side of the US 1 Highway right-of-way from Southern Pines ETJ 

ÉÖÜÕËÈÙàɯÕÖÙÛÏɯÛÖɯ"ÈÔÌÙÖÕɀÚɯ$3)ɯÉÖÜÕËÈÙà; 

ii. Lands located 400 feet along either side of the US 15-501 right-of-way between Pinehurst and Carthage 

and from Aberdeen to the Hoke County Line ; 

iii. Lands located 400 feet along either side of the NC 22 Highway right -of-way from the US 15-501 

intersection at Carthage to Southern Pines; and 

iv. Lands located 400 feet along either side of the NC 211 Highway right-of-way from Pinehurst to the 

Montgomery County line (including the Seven Lakes Village Business District) . 

E. All development located within the HCOD shall comply with the standards in Section 7. 8 of this Ordinance. 

SECTION 3.21. WATERSHED OVERLAY DISTRICTS 
A. In accordance with NCGS Chapter 143 Chapter 21, a Watershed Overlay District comprised of three sub-

districts  is established to preserve the quality of the region's drinking water supplies .  Lands located within 

the Watershed Overlay District  are depicted on the Official Zoning Map and shall be subject to the standards 

in Chapter 16 of this Ordinance.  

B. Wherever standards of the underlying zoning district differ from the watershed overlay standards, the more 

restrictive provisions shall apply.  

SECTION 3.22. SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREA 
In accordance with NCGS Chapter 143 Chapter 21, a set of flood damage prevention standards is established as 

the Special Flood Hazard Area to minimize  public and private losses due to flood conditions within fl ood prone 
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areas.  Lands located within the Special Flood Hazard Area are depicted on the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ%ÓÖÖËɯ(ÕÚÜÙÈÕÊÌɯ1ÈÛÌɯ

Map or in a corresponding Flood Insurance Study  and shall be subject to the standards in Chapter 17 of this 

Ordinance. 

SECTION 3.23. OFFICIAL ZONING MAP 

A. INCORPORATED BY REFERENCE 

The boundaries of the zoning districts are shown and made a part of the map accompanying this Ordinance, 

ÌÕÛÐÛÓÌËɯɁthe Official Zoning Map of Moore County , -ÖÙÛÏɯ"ÈÙÖÓÐÕÈȭɂɯɯ3ÏÌɯOfficial Zoning Map and all the 

notations, references, and amendments thereto, and other information shown thereon are hereby made part 

of this Ordinance the same as if such information set forth on the map were all fully described and set out 

herein.  The most recent versions of the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) prepared by FEMA and the 

associated Flood Insurance Study (FIS), as amended, are hereby incorporated by reference herein and made 

part of this Ordinance.  

B. AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION 

The Official Zoning Map, properly attested, is posted at the County Moore County Department of Planning  

in Carthage and is available for inspection by the public  during normal business hours .  Any State or federal 

maps affecting or incorporated into the Official Zoning Map are also available for inspection by the public 

during normal business hours.  

C. HISTORICAL VERSIONS 

The Administrator shall maintain paper or digital copies of superseded versions of the Zoning Map for 

historical reference.  Prior versions of the Zoning Map are available for inspection in the Moore County 

Department of Planning by appointment.  

D. CERTIFIED COPIES 

Copies of the Official Zoning Map may be purchased from the County and paper copies of the map that are 

certified by the Administrator in accordance with NCGS §160A -79 shall be admissible in evidence and have 

the same force of effect as the original map. 

SECTION 3.24. INTERPRETATIONS OF DISTRICT BOUNDARIES 
Where uncertainty exists as to the boundaries of any of the zoning districts as shown on the Official Z oning Map, 

the Administrator shall determine the boundaries in accordance with the Determination procedure and the 

following:  

A. Where such district boundaries are indicated as approximately following street, highway lines,  or lot lines, 

such lines shall be construed to be such boundaries. 

B. Where a district boundary line divides a lot or tract in single ownership, the district requirements for the least 

ÙÌÚÛÙÐÊÛÌËɯ×ÖÙÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÚÜÊÏɯÓÖÛɯÖÙɯÛÙÈÊÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯËÌÌÔÌËɯÛÖɯÈ××ÓàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÞÏÖÓÌɯÓÖÛɯÖÙɯÛÙÈÊÛȭɯɯ3ÏÌɯÛÌÙÔɯɁÓÌÈÚÛɯ

ÙÌÚÛÙÐÊÛÌËɂɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÙÌÍÌÙɯÛÖɯáÖÕÐÕg restrictions, not lot or tract size. 

C. If a street, alley, railroad, or utility easement forming the boundary between two separate zoning districts is 

abandoned or removed from dedication, the district boundaries shall be construed as following the centerline 

of the abandoned or vacated roadbed or utility easement.  

D. Boundaries shown as approximately following a lot line shall be interpreted as following the lot line as it 

existed when the boundary was established.  If a subsequent minor adjustment (such as from settlement of a 

boundary dispute or overlap) results in t he lot line moving 10 feet or less, the zoning boundary shall be 

interpreted as moving with the lot line.  

E. Boundaries shown as approximately following a river, stream, canal, lake, or other watercourse shall be 

interpreted as following the centerline of the watercourse as it actually exists, and as moving with that 

centerline to the extent the watercourse moves as a result of natural processes (flooding, erosion, 

sedimentation, etc.).  
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F. If the specific location of a depicted boundary cannot be determined from application of the above standards, 

ÐÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌËɯÉàɯÜÚÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯ.ÍÍÐÊÐÈÓɯ9ÖÕÐÕÎɯ,È×ɀÚɯÚÊÈÓÌɯÛÖɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÜÕËÈÙàɀÚɯËÐÚÛÈÕÊÌɯÍÙÖÔɯ

other features shown on the map.  

G. Where the actual location of existing physical or natural features vary  from that shown on the Official Zoning 

Map, or in other circumstances that are not covered by this subsection, the Administrator shall have the 

authority to determine the district boundaries.   

H. In the case of Flood Hazard Overlay District boundaries, the FEMA work maps, if available, shall be used for 

scaling. 

I. In cases where boundaries on the Official Zoning Map are based on another official map promulgated by the 

2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÙɯÖÛÏÌÙɯÍÌËÌÙÈÓɯÈÎÌÕÊàɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯÖÛÏÌÙɯ2ÛÈÛÌɯÖÙɯÍÌËÌÙÈÓɯÔÈ×ɯÐÚɯÈÔÌÕËÌËȮɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÔÈ×ÚɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ

automatically be amended to remain consistent wit h the officially promulgated State or federal map.   
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CHAPTER 4. ZONING PERMITS, SITE PLANS, 

AND DETERMINATIONS 

SECTION 4.1. ZONING PERMIT REQUIRED 

A. APPLICABILITY 

1. No land shall be used or occupied and no building, structure, or sign shall be erected, moved, enlarged, 

used, or structurally altered or its use changed, until a zoning permit , signed by the applicant , is reviewed, 

decided, and issued by the Administrator  in accordance with this section. 

2. Changes of use on an existing developed site that result in increased impervious surface, or that require 

additional off -street parking, changes to required landscaping, or changes to stormwater control 

mechanisms shall require issuance of a zoning permit. 

B. EXEMPTIONS 

1. Zoning permits are not required for the establishment or operational activities of buildings or uses 

associated with a bona fide farm (see Chapter 8). 

2. The issuance of a zoning permit is not required for the establishment of an accessory building less than 12 

feet in any direction, but the accessory building shall comply with all applicable setback requirements in 

this Ordinance. 

3. Portable storage containers known as pods that are designed and constructed for the storage of household 

goods and any container including shipping containers are exempt from requiring a zoning permit.  

C. ZONING PERMIT APPLICATION 

1. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 
i. Each application for a zoning permit shall be accompanied by a site plan, prepared in accordance with 

Section 4.3, Site Plans.   

ii. Changes of use within an existing lawfully  established site or building by a permitted use with no 

alterations to the building, no increases in impervious surface, no need for additional off -street parking, 

and no changes to stormwater control mechanisms shall not require preparation of a site plan but shall 

require issuance of a zoning compliance permit.  Development exempted from the requirements to 

submit a site plan shall not be exempted from the requirements to obtain a zoning permit.  

2. AGENCY REVIEW 
Prior to the issuance of a zoning permit, the Administrator may consult with other applicable departments, 

as necessary, including but not limited to:  

i. North Carolina Department of Environmental Quality ;  

ii. US Army Corp of Engineers ; 

iii. North Carolina Department of Transportation ; 

iv. Moore County Airport Authority ; 

v. Moore County Department of Environmental Health ; 

vi. Moore County Department of Public Works ; 

vii.  Moore County Department of Planning (Building Inspections) ; 

viii.  Moore County Department of Public Safety ; and 

ix. Moore County Department of Geographic Information Services . 

D. ACTION BY THE ADMINISTRATOR 

1. If the proposed zoning permit application is in conformity with the provisions of this UDO, and if all other 

required  permits have been approved by the Moore County Department of Environmental Health  or other 

appropriate agencies, the Administrator shall issue a zoning permit . 

2. All decisions by the Administrator shall be in writing.  
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3. The zoning permit shall include a statement indicating : ɁIssuance of a zoning permit shall in no case be 

construed as waiving any provisions of the UDO, approved plans, specific use standards, and the intended 

use of such building  and land do, in all respects, conform to the provisions of the  UDO.ɂ 

E. ZONING DECISION SIGN 

3ÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÕÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯ×ÖÚÛɯÈɯÚÐÎÕɯÊÖÕÛÈÐÕÐÕÎɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÙËÚɯɁ9ÖÕÐÕÎɯ#ÌÊÐÚÐÖÕɂɯÐÕɯÓÌÛÛÌÙÚɯÈÛɯÓÌÈÚÛɯƚɯÐÕÊÏÌÚɯÏÐÎÏȮɯ

including contact information of the Administrator, on the site in a prominent location including street 

frontage, and provide evidence to the Adminis trator within 10 days of the permit issuance for new non -

residential buildings or changes of use, for a minimum of 10 days to notify the neighbors, or the Zoning 

Permit shall be null and void.   

F. DENIAL 

If the proposed application is not in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, the Administra tor shall 

not issue the zoning permit and shall provide , in writing , the cause of such disapproval to the applicant. If a 

violation of this Ordinance on the site that is the subject of the zoning permit application remains uncorrected, 

the Administrator may deny or withhold approval of the zoning permit.  

G. EXPIRATION  

Unless otherwise specified by statute, once a zoning permit has been issued, all activities pursuant to such 

permit shall be substantially commenced within one year of issuance. Unless provided otherwise by statute, 

if the proposed moving, constructing, altering, repairing, or other use of land, as set forth in an application 

for a zoning permit, is substantially commenced and the development work is intentional ly and voluntarily 

discontinued for a period of two  years or more after commencement, the permit and vesting shall expire and 

be of no further force and effect.  

H. REVOCATION 

1. The Administrator may revoke a zoning permit issued under this Ordinance for failure to comply with the 

provision s of this Ordinance or the terms and conditions of a permit.  A zoning permit may only be 

revoked only through the same process as was used for its approval.  

2. Before a zoning permit is revoked, the Administrator shall give the permit recipient 10 days -notice of the 

alleged reasons for the revocation and of their  right to conduct an informal meeting with the Administrator  

on the allegations. 

3. If the permit is revoked, the Administrator shall provide to the permittee a written statement of the decision 

and the reasons why the permit is being revoked . 

4. The decision to revoke a permit may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment.  

SECTION 4.2. SITE PLANS 

A. APPLICABILITY 

Except for the forms of development exempted from site plan review by this section , all forms of development 

that involve construction, moving, or significant alteration of a building, habitable structure, or development 

site, or that result in an increase in the amount of impervious surface cover on a lot shall be subject to site plan 

review.  

B. EXEMPTIONS 

1. Site plan review shall not be required for  the following:  

i. Construction of an individual single -family  detached home or placement of manufactured home on an 

individual lot ; 

ii. The establishment of an accessory use or structure on serving a single-family home ; 

iii. The construction or alteration of a sign; or 
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iv. Changes to an existing lot or building that do not impact the size or footprint of the existing building, 

increase the amount of impervious surface cover, require additional off -street parking spaces, or 

necessitate changes to landscaping. 

2. Development exempted from site plan review shall still be required to obtain a zoning permit in accordance 

with Section 4.1, Zoning Permits. 

C. PRE-APPLICATION CONFERENCE REQUIRED 

To minimize development planning costs, avoid misunderstandings or interpretations, and ensure 

compliance with the requirements of this Ordinance, a pre-application conference between the developer and 

the Planning Staff is required for all non -residential projects, as determined applicable by the Administrator. 

The developer may, but is not required to, submit  a sketch plan for consideration during the pre -application 

conference. 

D. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

1. Each application for a site plan, drawn to scale, including the following information, as determined 

applicable or relevant by the Administrator : 

i. Dimension of property (front, side, and rear property lines) ; 

ii. Dimensions and locations of any existing or proposed buildings and signs ; 

iii. Existing and proposed uses of building(s) and/or land ; 

iv. Non-residential , multi -family, and mixed -use floor plans ; 

v. Existing and proposed street right s-of-way or easements; 

vi. Current and proposed setbacks from property lines, easements, and rights -of-way; 

vii.  Dimensions and locations of driveway, parking lots, and parking spaces ; 

viii.  Dimensions and location of loading and unloading areas ; 

ix. Existing and proposed utilities ; 

x. Screening and landscaping plan; 

xi. Significant natural features including floodplain, wetlands, lakes, streams, etc. ; 

xii.  Existing and proposed impervious surface percentages; 

xiii.  Location of any stormwater control devices, any stormwater control plans, and the name of the 

certifying engineer.  The applicant is responsible for the accuracy of the stormwater controls shown on 

the site plan. 

xiv.  Phasing plans 

xv.  Any other information which the Administrator deems necessary as required per local, state, or 

federal law. 

2. The applicant is responsible for the accuracy of significant features shown on the site plan.  The 

Administrator may require Army Corp of Engineer approval before a zoning permit is issued.  

E. ACTION BY THE ADMINISTRATOR 

1. If the proposed site plan is in conformity with the provisions of this UDO, and if all other required  permits 

have been approved by the Moore County Department of Environmental Health  or other appropriate 

agencies, the Administrator  shall approve the site plan. 

2. All decisions by the Administrator  shall be in writing.  

F. DENIAL 

If the proposed application is not in conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance, the Administrator  shall 

not approve the site plan and shall provide , in writing , the cause of such disapproval to the applicant. If a 

violation of this Ordinance on the site that is the subject of a site plan application remains uncorrected, the 

Administrator may deny or withhold approval of the site plan. 
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G. PLANS DISTINGUISHED 

Conditional rezoning site plans and planned development master plans shall also be reviewed by the 

Administrator , who shall provide comments to the Planning Board and Board of Commissioners with respect 

to the degree of conformity with County requirements and any recommendations for revision to bring the 

proposed development into closer alignment with County standar ds or Adopted Comprehensive Land Use 

Plan.  

H. AMENDMENT 

Amendments to a site plan approval shall be considered in the same manner as the site pan approval. 

I. EXTENSION 

1. Applicants with existing approved site plans may request an extension of the approval from the Board of 

Commissioners for a period of up to 12 months, if it concludes:  

i. The approval has not yet expired; 

ii. The approval recipient has proceeded with due diligence and in good faith;  

iii. Conditions have not changed so substantially as to warrant a new application; and  

iv. Where warranted in light of all relevant circumstances, including, but not limited to, site 

considerations, the need for the development, economic cycles, and market conditions or other 

considerations. 

2. Successive extensions may be granted for periods up to 12 months upon the same findings by the Board of 

Commissioners. 

J. EXPIRATION 

Unless otherwise specified by statute, once a site plan has been approved, all activities pursuant to approval 

shall be substantially commenced within two years of issuance. Unless provided otherwise by statute, if the 

proposed moving, constructing, altering, repairing, or other use of land, as set forth in an application for a 

site plan, is substantially commenced and the development work is intentionally and voluntarily 

discontinued for a period of two  years or more after commencement, the permit and vesting shall expire and 

be of no further force and effect.  

K. VESTING TERM FOR SITE-SPECIFIC VESTING PLANS 

Applicants may extend the vesting term of an approved site plan beyond two years only in accordance with 

the provisions for vested rights in Chapter 14 . 

L. REVOCATION 

1. The Administrator may revoke a zoning permit issued under this Ordinance for failure to comply with the 

provision s of this Ordinance or the terms and conditions of a permit.  A zoning permit may only be 

revoked only through the same process as was used for its approval.  

2. Before a zoning permit is revoked, the Administrator shall give the permit recipient 10 days -notice of the 

alleged reasons for the revocation and of their  right to conduct an informal meeting with the Administrator 

on the allegations. 

3. If the permit is revoked, the Administrator shall provide to the permittee a written statement of the decision 

and the reasons why the permit is being revoked . 

4. The decision to revoke a permit may be appealed to the Board of Adjustment. 

SECTION 4.3. DETERMINATION 

A. PURPOSE AND INTENT 

The purpose for this determination procedure is to provide a process where an applicant may request 

documentation from the Administrator  regarding the meaning of language in this Ordinance, boundaries on 

the Official Zoning Map, or aspects related to prior development application approvals.  
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B. APPLICABILITY 

1. The Administrator  is responsible for written determinations of the following:  

i. The meaning of the text in this Ordinance; 

ii. The location and extent of zoning district boundaries on the Official Zoning Map, and other maps 

incorporated by reference into this Ordinance;  

iii. Whether an unlisted use is comparable to a use listed in Chapter 6; 

iv. Definitions of undefined terms;  

v. The meaning of conditions of approval;  

vi. The vesting status of a prior development application approval; and  

vii.  Other aspects of this Ordinance, as appropriate. 

2. Any written or oral determinations that do not meet the strict requirements of this section are advisory 

opinions.  Advisory opinions have no binding effect and are not considered determinations subject to 

appeal. 

C. REVIEW CRITERIA 

1. OFFICIAL ZONING MAP BOUNDARIES 
Determination of district boundaries on the Official Zoning Map shall be in accordance with the standards 

in Section 3.23, Interpretations of District BoundariesȮɯ ÈÕËɯ ÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÛɯ ÞÐÛÏɯ ÛÏÌɯ "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯAdopted 

Comprehensive Land Use Plan.  

2. UNLISTED USES 
Determination of whether an unlisted use is similar to a use identified in Chapter 6 shall be based on 

ÊÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÊàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯAdopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan and the following standards:  

i. The function, product, or physical characteristics of the use; 

ii. The impact on adjacent lands created by the use; 

iii. The type, size, and nature of buildings and structures associated with the use; 

iv. The type of sales (retail, wholesale), and the size and type of items sold and displayed on the premises; 

v. The types of items stored (such as vehicles, inventory, merchandise, chemicals, construction materials, 

scrap and junk, and raw materials including liquids and powders);  

vi. The volume and type of vehicle traffic generated by the use, and the parking demands of the use; 

vii.  Any processing associated with the use, including assembly, manufacturing, warehousing, shipping, 

distribution, and whether it occurs inside or outside a building;  

viii.  Any dangerous, hazardous, toxic, or explosive materials associated with the use; 

ix. The amount and nature of any nuisances generated on the premises, including noise, smoke, odor, 

glare, vibration, radiation, and fumes; and  

x. Any prior applicable determinations made by the Administrator  or decisions made by the Board of 

Adjustment.  

3. UNDEFINED TERMS 
If a term in this Ordinance is undefined or the meaning is unclear, the Administrator  may determine the 

ÛÌÙÔɀÚɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎɯÉÈÚÌËɯÜ×ÖÕɯÈ××ÙÖ×ÙÐÈÛÌɯËÌÍÐÕÐÛÐÖÕÚɯÐÕɯÈÕàɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÚÖÜÙÊÌÚȯ 

i. The North Carolina General Statutes; 

ii. The North Carolina Administrative Code;  

iii. The State Building Code(s); 

iv. Planning-related definitions in publications prepared or offered by the American Planning Association 

or the Urban Land Institute;  

v. The Oxford Dictionary of Construction, Surveying, and Civil Engineering;  

vi. !ÓÈÊÒɀÚɯ+ÈÞɯ#ÐÊÛÐÖÕÈÙàȰɯÖÙ 

vii.  Other professionally -accepted source. 

4. TEXT PROVISIONS AND PRIOR APPROVALS 
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Determinations regarding this text and approved applications shall be based on the following 

considerations:  

i. The legislative intent of the provision, as indicated by purpose statements, its context and consistency 

with surrounding and related provisions, and any legislative history related to its adoption;  

ii. When the legislative intent of a provision is unclear, the Administrator  shall consider the clear and 

×ÓÈÐÕɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÖÝÐÚÐÖÕɀÚɯÞÖÙËÐÕÎȮɯÈÚɯËÌÍÐÕÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯÔÌÈÕÐÕÎɯÈÕËɯÚÐÎÕÐÍÐÊÈÕÊÌɯÎÐÝÌÕɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯ

terms used in the provision, as established in Chapter 20, and by the common and accepted usage of 

the term;  

iii. The general purposes served by this Ordinance, as set forth in Section 1.4, Purpose; and  

iv. "ÖÕÚÐÚÛÌÕÊàɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯAdopted Comprehensive Land Use Plan. 

5. DETERMINATION OF VESTED RIGHTS 
The determination of whether or not certain development activity or a development application approval 

is vested from changes in this Ordinance and the duration of the vesting shall be based on the following:  

i. The standards in NCGS Section 160D-108; and  

ii. Prior judicial determination from comparable cases, as determined in the sole discretion of the 

Administrator . 

D. EFFECT 

A written determination shall be binding on subsequent decisions by the Administrator  or other 

administrative officials in applying the same provision of this Ordinance or the Official Zoning Map in the 

same circumstance, unless the determination is modified in accordance with this section, the determination 

is later determined to have been made in error, or the text of this Ordinance is amended.  

E. RECORD 

The Administrator  shall maintain a record of written determinations that shall be available in the Planning 

Department  offices for public inspection, on reasonable request, during normal business hours. 

F. APPEAL 

Appeal of a determination by the Administrator shall be made to the Board of Adjustment in accordance 

Section 14.1, Appeal of Administrative Decision . 
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CHAPTER 5. DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 

SECTION 5.1.  TABLE OF AREA AND SETBACKS 
The following table sets out the dimensional requirements for lots and the setback provisions for principal and 

accessory uses in this Ordinance.   

A. APPLICABILITY IN PARALLEL CONDITIONAL ZONING DISTRICTS 

3ÏÌɯËÐÔÌÕÚÐÖÕÈÓɯÙÌØÜÐÙÌÔÌÕÛÚɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÉÌÓÖÞɯÈÙÌɯÈ××ÓÐÌËɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯ"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕÈÓɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛÚɯ

and shall also apply to a corresponding parallel conditional zoning district.  For example, the standards 

applied to the RA district shall also apply to land designated as RA-CZ. 

B. LOTS WITHIN CERTAIN OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICTS 

In addition to compliance with the standards in the table below, any l ots located within the HCOD and WPO 

shall be subject to additional dimensional requirements  applied as a part of the overlay district standards .   

C. ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS APPLIED TO FENCES, WALLS, AND SIGNS 

In addition to any applicable standards in the table below, f ences, walls, and signs must also comply with all 

other applicable dimensional requirements in Chapter 7 of this Ordinance .  

 

TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

M INIMUM LOT SIZE REQUIREMENTS [1]  
PRINCIPAL BUILDING SETBACKS 

(FEET) [1]  

ACCESSORY BUILDING 

SETBACKS (FEET) [1]  

Zoning 

Distric t 
Area [2] 

Lot 

Width 

(feet) 

Lot 

Frontage 

(feet) 

Front Side 
Corner 

Side 
Rear Front Side 

Corner 

Side 
Rear 

RA 1 acre 100 100 40 15 25 30 10 10 10 10 

RA-20 
20,000 sq. 

ft. [3] 
100 [3] 100 [3] 40 15 [4] 25 30 40 10 20 10 

RA-40 
40,000 sq. 

ft. [3] 
100 [3] 100 [3] 40 15 [4] 25 30 40 10 20 10 

RA-2 2 acres 100 100 40 15 25 30 40 15 20 15 

RA-5 5 acres 100 100 40 15 25 30 40 15 20 15 

RA-

USB 
1 acre 100 100 40 15 25 30 10 10 10 10 

RE 1 acre [3] 100 [3] 100 [3] 40 15 [4] 25 30 40 10 20 10 

GC-SL None None None None None None None 10 10 10 10 

GC-WL None None None None None None None 10 10 10 10 

P-C 5 acres NA  100 40 15 25 30 40 10 20 10 

B-1 
10,000 sq. 

ft. 
75 100 50 15 20 20 50 15 20 20 

B-2 
10,000 sq. 

ft. 
75 100 50 None 25 25 50 15 20 20 

VB 
10,000 sq. 

ft. 
None None None None None None None None None None 

I 1 acre 100 100 65 25 50 30 65 25 30 30 



 

CHAPTER 5. DIMENSIONAL STANDARDS 
SECTION 5.1. TABLE OF AREA AND SETBACKS 

 

 

Moore County UDO  Page 52 Last Updated: 10.17.23 
 

TABLE OF DIMENSIONAL REQUIREMENTS 

M INIMUM LOT SIZE REQUIREMENTS [1]  
PRINCIPAL BUILDING SETBACKS 

(FEET) [1]  

ACCESSORY BUILDING 

SETBACKS (FEET) [1]  

Zoning 

Distric t 
Area [2] 

Lot 

Width 

(feet) 

Lot 

Frontage 

(feet) 

Front Side 
Corner 

Side 
Rear Front Side 

Corner 

Side 
Rear 

MF-CZ 1 acre [5] 100 [6] 100 [6] 40 15 25 30 40 15 25 30 

PD-CZ 
25 acres 

[7] 
As identified in the approved planned development master plan  

NOTES: 

[1] These figures may be reduced within an approved conservation subdivision.  

[2] Minimum lot area may be reduced and maximum allowable density may be increased through the 

provision of open space at a rate exceeding the minimum percentage in a conservation subdivision (see 

Chapter 18). 

[3] Applied to a duplex structure, not individual duplex units.  

[4] Side setbacks may be zero for party walls between duplex dwellings on adjacent lots. 

[5] The maximum residential density in the MF -CZ district shall be eight units per acre. 

[6] Applied to the entire development, not individual lots.  

[7] The 25-acre area requirement for the PD-CZ district is a minimum district size, not a minimum lot area 

requirement.   

 

D. HEIGHT 

See Section 7.9 for details on applicable maximum building heights. 
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CHAPTER 6. TABLE OF USES 

SECTION 6.1.  PRINCIPAL USE TABLE  
The use table below lists the range of allowable principal uses, the zoning districts where they are permitted, and 

the type of application approval necessary from the County for the use to be established.  The following 

application types are listed in the table:   

A. PERMITTED USES 

 ɯɁPɂ in a cell of the table indicates that the specific use type is permitted in the corresponding zoning district, 

subject to any referenced use standards identified in the table and issuance of a zoning permit (see Chapter 

4) by the Administrator .  

B. SPECIAL USES 

 ÕɯɁ2ɂɯÐÕɯÈɯÊÌÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÜÚÌɯÛà×ÌɯÔÈàɯÖÕÓàɯÉÌɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÊÖÙÙÌÚ×ÖÕËÐÕÎɯ

zoning district following approval of a special use permit by the Board of Commissioners (see Chapter 12).  

Special uses are subject to any referenced use standards identified in the table and may be subject to additional 

conditions deemed necessary by the Board of Commissioners. 

C. CONDITIONAL ZONING 

 ɯɁZɂɯÐÕɯÈɯÊÌÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÜÚÌɯÛà×ÌɯÔÈàɯÖÕÓàɯÉÌɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛÛÌËɯwithin a conditional 

zoning district that is parallel to the listed underlying zoning district (see Chapter 11).  The conditional zoning 

district designation must be in place before the use type may be established. 

D. PLANNED DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 

1.  ÕɯɁ ɂɯÐÕɯÈɯÊÌÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÈÓɯÜÚÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÜÚÌɯÛà×ÌɯÐÚɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛÛÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯ×ÓÈÕÕÌËɯ

development district, provided the specific use type is included in the list of potential use types in the 

master plan or terms and conditions document.   

2. If a use type is listed as prohibited in a planned development district it may not be included in a master 

plan or terms and conditions document.  

E. USE NOT PERMITTED 

 ÕɯɁɈɂɯÚàÔÉÖÓɯÐÕɯÈɯÊÌÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÔÔÈÙàɯÜÚÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÜÚÌɯÛà×ÌɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛÛÌËɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯ

corresponding zoning district.  

F. BUILDING CODE CLASSIFICATION 

1. 3ÏÌɯɁ!ÓËÎȭɯ"ÖËÌɯGroupɂɯÊÖÓÜÔÕɯin the use table is intended for reference purposes only. Classifications 

will  ÉÌɯÝÌÙÐÍÐÌËɯÉàɯÛÏÌɯ!ÜÐÓËÐÕÎɯ(ÕÚ×ÌÊÛÖÙɯÈÕËɯÚÏÖÜÓËɯÍÖÓÓÖÞɯÛÏÌɯÙÌÎÜÓÈÛÐÖÕÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÓÐÊÈÉÓÌɯɁ4ÚÌɯȫɯ

.ÊÊÜ×ÈÕÊàɯ"ÓÈÚÚÐÍÐÊÈÛÐÖÕɂɯin accordance with NC State Building Code.  

2. Changes of use from one building code classification to a different building code classification within an 

existing building require approval of sealed plans by the Building Inspector.   

3. The different kinds of building code classifications are set out in the table below.  

 

BUILDING CODE CLASSIFICATIONS 

ABBREVIATION CLASSIFICATION TYPE ABBREVIATION CLASSIFICATION TYPE 

A Assembly M Mercantile  

B Business R Residential 

E Education S Storage 

F Factory Industrial  U Utility & Miscellaneous  

H Hazardous 
Mix  Mixed Uses [1] 

I Institutional  

NOTES: 
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BUILDING CODE CLASSIFICATIONS 

ABBREVIATION CLASSIFICATION TYPE ABBREVIATION CLASSIFICATION TYPE 

[1] Separation standards may apply. 

 

G. UNLISTED USES 

1. In the event that a proposed principal use type is not listed in principal use table and provided such land 

use is not listed as prohibited use in this Chapter, the Administrator shall determine whether a materially 

similar land use exists in this Ordinance.  

2. The Zoning Administrator shall determine whether or not an unlisted use is similar to an existing use type 

based on the standards in Section 4.3.C of this Ordinance. 

3. Nothing shall limit the Administrator from seeking input from County staff, the Planning Board, or Board 

of Commissioners in making a determination of how to categorize an unlisted use.  

4. Should the Administrator determine that a materially similar land use does exist, the regulations governing 

ÛÏÈÛɯÓÈÕËɯÜÚÌɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÈ××ÓàɯÛÖɯÛÏÌɯÜÕÓÐÚÛÌËɯÜÚÌɯÛà×ÌɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌɯ ËÔÐÕÐÚÛÙÈÛÖÙɀÚɯËÌÛÌÙÔÐÕÈÛÐÖÕɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÉÌɯÙÌÊÖÙËÌËɯ

in writing.  

5. In cases where a proposed unlisted use type is not found to be similar to an existing use type, the 

Administrator may, but shall not be required to, initiate a text amendment application to revise the text of 

this Ordinance to add the use type in accordance with (see Chapter 10). 

H. CHANGE OF USE 

1. Several of the provisions in this Ordinance are applied at the time of a change in use.  For the purposes of 

ÛÏÐÚɯ.ÙËÐÕÈÕÊÌȮɯÌÈÊÏɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÐÕÎɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÊÖÕÚÛÐÛÜÛÌɯÈɯɁÊÏÈÕÎÌɯÐÕɯÜÚÌȯɂ 

i. When an existing principal use is replaced by a new principal use that is of a different use classification, 

use category, or use type designation; 

ii. When an existing principal use that is conducted entirely indoors becomes conducted entirely 

outdoors, or vice versa;  

iii. When an existing use type that is a nonconfoming use changes to a different use type that is also 

nonconforming, regardless of whether the newer nonconforming use is more intense than the prior 

nonconforming use;  

iv. Any change in an existing use or development site that triggers the application of a differing set of 

building code requirements, such as the switch from residential requirements to non -residential or 

combined use requirements;  

v. When an existing principal use intensifies or expands (with or without a shift in the use type) in a 

manner that increases the average daily trips associated with the use by 100 percent or more; and 

vi. If a combined or multiple principal use is changed in ways where the mixture of use types changes or 

where the relative proportion of floor area devoted to one of the existing use types is modified to the 

extent that the total minimum off -street parking standards for the entire development are changed. 

2. Conversion from one use type to the same use type under the same or a different owner is not a change in 

use.  Additions or expansions of an existing use may require the need for compliance with development 

or design standards in this Ordinance.  

3. Changes of use type within a planned development district do not constitute a change in use provided the 

new use types is identified in the planned development terms and conditions document.  The addition of 

a new or unlisted use types within a planned dev elopment shall require an amendment to the planned 

development district.  

4. Addition or conversion of secondary uses or the operation of a temporary use does not constitute a change 

in principal use.  
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I. COMBINATION OR MULTIPLE PRINCIPAL USES 

Developments with combination or multiple principal uses, such as shopping centers, shall:  

1. Incorporate only those use types allowed in the applicable zoning district;  

2. Comply with all the use standards that apply to each use type in the development; and  

3. Comply with the required method of establishment for the use type identified in the principal use table.  

J. MAJOR SUBDIVISION 

The principal use table lists residential and non-residential major subdivisions and the zoning districts where 

these kinds of subdivisions are permitted in accordance with the applicable standards in Chapter 19.  Minor, 

expedited, and family subdivisions are not required to obtain special use permit approval and are not 

prohibited  in any zoning districts.  

 

PRINCIPAL USE TABLE 

P = Permitted by-Right  

S = Requires Special Use Permit 

Z = Permitted in Conditional Zoning District  

A = Allowed in PD District  

¹ = Not Permitted  
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AGRICULTURAL USES 

Agricultural Uses and Buildings 

(Not in a Bona Fide Farm) 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.7 U 

Bona Fide Farm  
Bona Fide Farm exemption status is obtained through the 

Moore County Planning Department  
8.20 S, U 

RESIDENTIAL USES 

Single-Family Household  

Dwellings, Single Family  P P P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.44 R-3 

Dwellings, Duplex  Ɉ P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.43 R-3 

Family Care Home (6 or less) P P P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.46 I, R 

Manufactured Home  P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.66 R-3 

Manufactured Home Park  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.67 Mix  

Multi -Family Residential  

Group Care Facility  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.56 I, R 

Multi -family Dwelling  

(3 or more units per lot)  
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.76 R-2 

Nursing Home  S S S S S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.79 B, I 

COMMERCIAL USES 

Animal Services  

Animal Shelter  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ 8.11 B 

Animal Training Facility, Military  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ 8.12 B 

Kennels, Overnight  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Z Ɉ P Ɉ A  8.63 B 

Pet Day Care, Grooming, 

Obedience Training 
Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P 

Ɉ Ɉ 
A  8.84 B 

Veterinary Clinic  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ Ɉ A  8.112 B 
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PRINCIPAL USE TABLE 

P = Permitted by-Right  

S = Requires Special Use Permit 

Z = Permitted in Conditional Zoning District  

A = Allowed in PD District  

¹ = Not Permitted  

Principal Use Type  
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Offices and General Services  

Beauty / Barber Shop / Nail Salon Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ A  8.17 B 

Bed and Breakfast Z Z Z Z Z Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.18  

Commissary Kitchen  P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.33 B 

Dry Cleaning and Laundromat  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.42 B 

Equestrian Cottage Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.45  

Hotel and Motel  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.61 R-1 

Office Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.80 B 

Small Appliance Repair Shop Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.101 B 

Trade Contractor Office and 

Workshop  
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z P P P Ɉ A  8.108 B, S 

Retail Services  

Auction House  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P Ɉ P Ɉ A  8.14 
A-3, 

B 

Convenience Store S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.36 M 

Feed and Seed Sales S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P Ɉ P Ɉ A  8.47 B, M 

Florist  P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.49 B 

Flea Market S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.48 B, M 

Garden Center Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ Ɉ A  8.52 M, U 

Manufactured or Modular Home 

Sales 
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ 8.68 B 

Restaurant Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.92 A-2 

Retail Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ Ɉ A  8.93 M 

Shopping Centers Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Ɉ S Ɉ A  8.100 M 

Wholesales Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P S P Ɉ A  8.114 M 

Vehicle Services  

Boat & RV Storage Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.19 S-1 

Car Wash or Auto Detailing  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.25 B 

Commercial Truck Wash Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S P Ɉ P Ɉ A  8.32 B 

Parking Lot as a Principal Use Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Z A 8.81 S-2 

Taxi Service 
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 

Z P Ɉ P Ɉ A  8.105 
B, A-

3 

Vehicle, Auto Parts, Tires, Farm 

Equipment, Boat, RV ɬ Sales, 

Rental, or Service 

Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 

P P P P Ɉ A  8.109 B, S-1 

Vehicle Service Station  

(Gas Stations) 

Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 
P P Z P Ɉ A  8.110 M 
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PRINCIPAL USE TABLE 

P = Permitted by-Right  

S = Requires Special Use Permit 

Z = Permitted in Conditional Zoning District  

A = Allowed in PD District  

¹ = Not Permitted  

Principal Use Type  

Zoning Districts [1]  
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Vehicle Wrecker Service Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Z Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ 8.111 S-1 

Adult Uses 

Adult Gaming Establishment  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ 8.6 B 

Bar / Tavern Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P S Ɉ Ɉ A  8.16 A-2 

Brewery / Winery  S 
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 

P P P Ɉ A  8.21 
A-2, 

F 

Dance Club / Night Club / 

Billiards  
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.38 

A-2, 

A-3 

Distillery  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ A  8.40 F-1 

Massage & Bodywork Therapy  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.73 B 

Pawn Shop Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Z P Ɉ Ɉ 8.82 B 

Sexually Oriented Business Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ 8.97 
A-2, 

M 

Tattoo Parlor, Body Piercing Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.104 B 

EDUCATIONAL & INSTITUTIONAL USES 

Cemetery or Mausoleum, 

Commercial  
S Ɉ S S Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.26 n/a 

Child Care Facility  S S S S P S S Ɉ S Ɉ P P S Ɉ Ɉ A  8.28 E, I 

College / Business & Trade School S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ P Ɉ A  8.31 B 

Funeral Home with Crematorium  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.51 
A-3, 

B 

Government Facility  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.55 B 

Hospital  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.60 I 

Museum / Art Gallery  S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ Ɉ A  8.77 A-3 

Religious Institution  S Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ S S Ɉ P P P Ɉ Ɉ A  8.91 
A-3, 

E 

Security Training Facility  S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.96 B 

School, Elementary / Middle /  

High  
S Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ S S Ɉ P P P Ɉ Ɉ A  8.95 E 

RECREATION USES 

Airport, Public or Private  S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Ɉ A  8.8 
A-3, 

B 

Airstrip, Small Private  S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.9 B 

Assembly Hall  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Ɉ Ɉ Z Z P Ɉ A  8.13 
A-4, 

A-5 
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PRINCIPAL USE TABLE 

P = Permitted by-Right  

S = Requires Special Use Permit 

Z = Permitted in Conditional Zoning District  

A = Allowed in PD District  

¹ = Not Permitted  

Principal Use Type  

Zoning Districts [1]  
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Camp or Care Center P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.22 
A-3, 

R-1 

Campground, Public and Private  P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.23 
A-3, 

R-1 

Camp, Recreation Day P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.24 A-3 

Civic / Social Club, Lodge, 

Organization  
S Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ S S Ɉ P P P Ɉ Ɉ A  8.30 

A-2, 

A-3 

Golf Driving Range  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S S P Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.54 A-3 

Golf Course (including par 3)  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S S P Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.53 U 

Marina (fuel & supplies)  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.71 M 

Neighborhood Park  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.78 U 

Recreation, Indoor Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S P S Ɉ Ɉ A  8.88 A-5 

Recreation, Low Impact Outdoor  P Ɉ P P P P P P P Ɉ P P S Ɉ Ɉ A  8.89 A-5 

Recreation, High Impact Outdoor  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z P Ɉ Ɉ 8.90  

Shooting Range, Indoor Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.98 A-5 

Shooting Range, Outdoor Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.99 A-5 

Zoo / Petting Zoo Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ 8.117 
A-5, 

U 

INDUSTRIAL USES 

Production  

Manufacturing & Sales, Pottery  P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ Ɉ 8.85 F 

Manufacturing, Light  

(no odors or smoke) 
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ A  8.70 F 

Manufacturing, General  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Ɉ Ɉ 8.71 
F-1, 

F-2 

Utilities / Services  

Contractors Storage Yard and 

Office 
Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ 8.35 

S-1, 

U 

Crematorium Facility  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ 8.37 B 

Freight Terminal  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ 8.50 
S-1, 

S-2 

Public & Private Utility Facilities  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.86 U 

Solar Collector Facility  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ 8.102 U 

Antenna Collocation, Major  S S S P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Z A 8.115 U 

Antenna Collocation, Minor  P P P P P P P P P Ɉ P P P P Z A 8.115 U 

Small Wireless Facility S S S P P S P P P Ɉ P P P P Z A 8.115 U 
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PRINCIPAL USE TABLE 

P = Permitted by-Right  

S = Requires Special Use Permit 

Z = Permitted in Conditional Zoning District  

A = Allowed in PD District  

¹ = Not Permitted  

Principal Use Type  

Zoning Districts [1]  
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Telecommunications Tower, 

Major  
Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Ɉ Z Ɉ A  8.115 

U 

Telecommunications Tower, 

Minor  
S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P S P Z A 8.115 

U 

Warehousing  

Mini -Warehouse (self service) Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Z Z Z Z Ɉ A  8.74 S 

Warehousing or Distribution 

Center 
Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ 8.113 

S-1, 

S-2 

Waste -Related Services  

Debris Management Facility  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z Ɉ Ɉ P Ɉ Ɉ 8.39 U 

Hazardous Waste / Toxic 

Chemical Disposal or Processing 
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ 8.57 U 

Landfill  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ 8.65 U 

Mining / Quarry Operation  Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ 8.75 U 

Salvage Yard Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ 8.94 U 

MAJOR SUBDIVISIONS 

Residential Major Subdivision  Ɉ S S Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ch. 19 

Non-residential Major Subdivision  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ S Ɉ S Ɉ Ɉ Ch. 19 

NOTES: 

[1] Land located within the Highway Corridor Overlay District shall be subject to the sub -district -based use 

related provisions in Section 7.11 of this Ordinance. 
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SECTION 6.2. ACCESSORY USES 

A. DEFINITION 

An accessory use or building shall be incidental and subordinate to the principal use or building and shall be 

conducted or located on the same lot. Examples of accessory buildings may include garages, carports, barns, 

and storage buildings.  

B. PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHMENT 

Accessory uses or structures may be approved in conjunction with the approval of the principal use or 

subsequently following the establishment of the principal use through the approval of a zoning permit or 

special use permit, as appropriate. Except for personal workshop/storage building s, no accessory use or 

structure shall be approved, established, or constructed before a principal use is approved in accordance with 

this Ordinance. 

C. GENERAL STANDARDS FOR ALL SECONDARY USES AND STRUCTURES 

1. PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES  
i. Indoor athletic courts (pickleball, basketball, tennis, etc.) shall be allowed as accessory uses to existing 

and proposed major subdivisions when they are clearly incidental to the subdivision and intended to 

serve the residents of the subdivision.  

ii. Except for accessory dwellings, permitted accessory uses and structures shall: 

01. Be clearly incidental to an allowed principal use or structure;  

02. Be subordinate to and serve an allowed principal use or structure;  

03. Be subordinate in area, extent, and purpose to the principal use or structure; and 

04. Contribute to the comfort, convenience, or needs of occupants associated with the principal use or 

structure. 

2. LOCATION OF ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES 
i. Except on lots in the RA district, accessory buildings shall be located in the rear or side yard. Accessory 

uses and structures in the RA zoning district may also be located in the front yard, subject to the 

required accessory building setbacks.  

ii. Accessory horse stables are permitted in the front or side yard in the RA and RE zoning districts. 

iii. Except for fences and walls contributing to the screening function of a landscaping buffer, no accessory 

structure shall be located within a required landscaping area. 

iv. No accessory use or structure may be located in a required setback except as permitted by this 

Ordinance. 

v. No accessory use or structure shall: 

01. Be located within a designated fire lane; 

02. Obstruct required sight distance triangles;  

03. Impede ingress or egress to a lot, site, or principal structure; 

04. Be located above or beneath public utilities (except for fences or walls);  

05. Interfere with drainage or stormwater control measures; or  

06. Be within an emergency access route designated on an approved site plan.  

vi. Except for authorized stormwater control measures within a drainage easement, no accessory use or 

structure shall be located within any platted or recorded easement without the prior written consent of 

the landowner.  

3. STRUCTURE HEIGHT 
i. Accessory structures shall comply with the height requirements for the zoning district where located.   

ii. Except for agricultural uses, ÕÖɯÈÊÊÌÚÚÖÙàɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌɀÚɯÏÌÐÎÏÛɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÌßÊÌÌËɯÛÏÌɯÏÌÐÎÏÛɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÈÓɯÜÚÌȭ 

4. MAXIMUM STRUCTURE SIZE 
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i. No accessory use or structure shall exceed the floor area associated with the principal use or structure 

it serves. 

D. COMPLIANCE WITH OTHER ORDINANCE REQUIREMENTS 

Accessory uses and structures shall conform to the applicable requirements of this Ordinance, including this 

section, the district standards, the applicable use standards, and the development standards. 

E. ACCESSORY USE TABLE 

1. If a specific accessory use is allowed by-ÙÐÎÏÛȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÓÓɯÜÕËÌÙÕÌÈÛÏɯÛÏÌɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛɯÐÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯɁ/ɂȭ 

2. If a specific accessory use is allowed subject to a special use permit, the cell underneath the zoning district 

ÐÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯɁ2ɂȭ 

3.  ɯɁZɂɯÐÕɯÈɯÊÌÓÓɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯÐÕËÐÊÈÛÌÚɯÛÏÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÚ×ÌÊÐÍÐÊɯÈÊÊÌÚÚÖÙàɯÜÚÌɯÔÈàɯÖÕÓàɯÉÌɯ×ÌÙÔÐÛÛÌËɯÞÐÛÏÐÕɯÈɯ

conditional zoning district that is parallel to the listed underlying zoning district (see Chapter 11).  The 

conditional zoning district designation must be i n place before the use type may be established. 

4. If the accessory ÜÚÌɯÖÙɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÓÖÞÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÓÓɯÐÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕɯɁ¹ɂȭ 

5. In the case of planned development districts, if an accessory ÜÚÌɯÐÚɯÈÓÓÖÞÈÉÓÌȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕɯɁ ɂȮɯÈÕËɯ

the accessory use must be set out in the approved master plan or terms and conditions document. 

6. If there is a reference contained in the column entitled "Specific Use Standards," refer to the cited section(s) 

for additional standards that apply to the specific accessory use. 

7. The accessory use table below may not be inclusive of all possible accessory uses, and in the event an 

accessory use is proposed that is not listed in the table, the Administrator  shall consult the principal use 

table to determine if the proposed accessory use corresponds to a listed principal use. Any permitted 

principal use in a zoning district is also permitted as an accessory use.  In no instance shall an accessory 

use be permitted in a zoning district where it  is prohibited as a principal use.  

8. In the event a proposed accessory use is not listed in in the table below and there is no corresponding 

principal use, the Administrator  shall determine how to treat the accessory use in accordance with the 

standards for unlisted uses (see Section 6.1.G). 
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RESIDENTIAL USES 

Accessory Dwelling Located 

within Stick -Built Dwelling  
P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.1 R 

Accessory Dwelling Located 

within Non -Residential Building  
Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P  Z A 8.2 Mix  

Accessory Manufactured Home P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.3 R 

Accessory Stick-Built Dwellings  P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.4 R 

Carport or Garage P P P P P P P P P Ɉ P P P P Z A 6.2 R,S 

Home Occupation, Level 1 P P P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.58 R 

Home Occupation, Level 2 Z Ɉ Ɉ Z Z Ɉ Z Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.59 R 

Personal Workshop / Storage 

Building  
P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.83 R, S 

Family Health Care Structure  P P P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A   R 

COMMERCIAL USES 

Automatic Teller Machine (ATM)  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.15 U 

EDUCATIONAL AND INSTITUTIONAL USES 
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ACCESSORY USE TABLE 
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Cemetery, Family P P P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.27 n/a 

Child Care Home Facility  P S P P P S S Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.29 E, R 

RECREATION USES 

Accessory Swimming Pool P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.5 A, R 

Accessory Indoor Athletic Courts  
Only allowed as an accessory use when clearly incidental 

to a major subdivision.  
6.2.C A, R 

INDUSTRIAL USES 

Amateur Radio and Receive-only 

Antennas 
P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.10 U 

Solar Collectors, On-Site Use P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.103 U 

 

SECTION 6.3. TEMPORARY USES 

A. APPLICABILITY 

The standards in this section apply to non-permanent uses that take place on a temporary basis whether on 

the same site or in different locations across the "ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯ×ÓÈÕÕÐÕÎɯjurisdiction.  

B. PROCEDURE FOR ESTABLISHMENT 

Temporary  uses or structures may be approved in conjunction with the approval of the principal use or 

subsequently following the establishment of the principal use through the approval of a zoning permit or 

special use permit, as appropriate.  Temporary uses may take place on vacant lots. 

C. GENERAL STANDARDS FOR ALL TEMPORARY USES AND STRUCTURES 

All temporary uses and structures shall comply with the following general standards, unless otherwise 

specified in this Ordinance:  

1. GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
An applicant proposing a temporary use or structure shall:  

i. Secure written permission from the landowner;  

ii. Obtain the appropriate permits and licenses from the County and other agencies; 

iii. Comply with the applicable requirements for signs if signage is proposed;  

iv. Meet public utility requirements for proper connection to water, sewer, electrical and other utility 

service connections, as applicable; 

v. Not violate the applicable conditions of approval that apply to a site or use on the site;  

vi. Not result in a situation where the principal use, if present, fails to comply with the standards of this 

Ordinance; 

vii.  Ensure the site of a temporary use or structure contains sufficient land area for the temporary use and 

for the parking and traffic movement associated with the temporary use, without impacting 

environmentally sensitive lands;  and 

viii.  Ensure temporary uses remain in place no longer than 90 days if located within a special flood hazard 

area. 

2. GENERAL CONDITIONS 
In approving a zoning permit  for temporary uses or structures, the Administrator is authorized to impose 

any of the following general conditions upon the premises benefited by the permit as may be necessary to 
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reduce or minimize any potential adverse impacts upon other property in the area, as long as the condition 

relates to a situation created or aggravated by the proposed temporary use. The Administrator is 

authorized, where appropriate, to require:  

i. Provision of temporary parking facilities, including vehicular access and egress;  

ii. Control of nuisance factors, such as but not limited to, the prevention of glare or direct illumination of 

adjacent properties, noise, vibrations, smoke, dust, dirt, odors, gases, and heat; 

iii. Prohibition of the storage or use of hazardous materials; 

iv. Regulation of placement, height, size, and location of equipment; 

v. Provision of sanitary and medical facilities;  

vi. Provision of solid waste collection and disposal;  

vii.  Provision of security and safety measures; 

viii.  Use of an alternate location or date; 

ix. Modification or elimination of certain proposed activities;  and 

x. Regulation of operating hours and days, including limitation of the duration to a shorter time period 

than requested or specified in this subsection. 

D. TEMPORARY USE TABLE 

1. If a specific temporary  use is allowed by-right, the cell underneath the zoning district is marked with a 

Ɂ/ɂȭ 

2. If a specific temporary  use is allowed subject to a special use permit, the cell underneath the zoning district 

ÐÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈɯɁ2ɂȭ 

3. If the temporary  ÜÚÌɯÖÙɯÚÛÙÜÊÛÜÙÌɯÐÚɯÕÖÛɯÈÓÓÖÞÌËɯÐÕɯÈɯáÖÕÐÕÎɯËÐÚÛÙÐÊÛȮɯÛÏÌɯÊÌÓÓɯÐÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕɯɁ¹ɂȭ 

4. In the case of planned development districts, if an temporary ÜÚÌɯÐÚɯÈÓÓÖÞÈÉÓÌȮɯÐÛɯÐÚɯÔÈÙÒÌËɯÞÐÛÏɯÈÕɯɁ ɂȮɯ

and the temporary  use must be set out in the approved master plan or terms and conditions document. 

5. If there is a reference contained in the column entitled "Specific Use Standards," refer to the cited section(s) 

for additional standards that apply to the specific temporary  use. 

6. The temporary  use table below may not be inclusive of all possible temporary  uses, and in the event an 

temporary  use is proposed that is not listed in the table, the Administrator  shall consult the principal and 

accessory use tables to determine if the proposed temporary  use corresponds to a listed principal or 

accessory use.  In no instance shall an temporary  use be permitted in a zoning district where it is prohibited 

as a principal or accessory use. 

7. In the event a proposed temporary  use is not listed in in the table below and there is no corresponding 

principal or accessory use, the Administrator  shall determine how to treat the temporary  use in accordance 

with the standards for unlisted uses (see Section 6.1.G). 
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Construction Office, Temporary  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.34 S-1 

Drop -In Child Care Facility  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P Ɉ Ɉ A  8.41  

Itinerant Merchant  Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ P P P P Ɉ A  8.62 n/a 

Land Clearing  P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.64 F-1 

Manufactured Home or RV, 

Temporary  
P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.69 R-3 

Real Estate Offices, Temporary P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.87 S-1 

Temporary Events (Special Event) P P P P P P P P P P P P P P Z A 8.106 n/a 
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TEMPORARY USE TABLE 
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Temporary Family Health Care 

Structure 
P P P P P P P P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ Z A 8.107 R, I 

Yard Sales, Residential and Civic P P P P P P P P P Ɉ P P Ɉ Ɉ Ɉ A  8.116 n/a 

 

SECTION 6.4. PROHIBITED USES  

A. USES PROHIBITED COUNTYWIDE 

1. The following use types are not listed in the principal use table, and are prohibited throughout the 

"ÖÜÕÛàɀÚɯplanning jurisdiction in all zoning districts.  

2. In cases where one or more of these uses is lawfully established and in operation prior to November 15, 

2022, the use shall be subject to the provisions in Chapter 9. 

i. Outdoor advertising or billboards, except where prohibition is preempted by State or federal law.  

Outdoor advertising lawfully established prior to November 15, 2022, may be permitted to continue as 

a nonconforming use only in accordance with Article 5. Nonconformities, and NCGS Section 160D-912. 

ii. Acetylene gas manufacture; 

iii. Acid manufacture;  

iv. Ammonia, bleaching powder, or chlorine manufacture;  

v. Biohazard or infectious waste storage or incineration;  

vi. Cellophane manufacture; 

vii.  Creosote manufacture or treatment plants; 

viii.  Distillation of bones, coal, petroleum, refuse, tar, or wood;  

ix. Glue and size manufacture; 

x. Nitrogenous tankage, fish meal or manufacture of any fertilizer materials carrying an objectionable 

odor; 

xi. Oilcloth or linoleum manufacture;  

xii.  Ore reduction;  

xiii.  Vinegar manufacturing.  

xiv.  Use of a boat, houseboat, or other floating structure as a temporary or permanent residence (this shall 

not prevent the overnight occupancy of a vessel temporarily moored while in transit on navigable 

waters); and 

xv.  Use of a recreational vehicle as a permanent residence. 

B. USES PROHIBITED IN SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS 

1. The following uses are prohibited in designated floodways:  

i. Buildings, including manufactured homes; and  

ii. Any use that would cause any increase in base flood levels. 

2. The following development is prohibited in designated floodplains due to the North Carolina Flood Act 

of 2000: 

i. New solid waste disposal facilities;  

ii. New hazardous waste management facilities; 

iii. New salvage or junkyards; and  

iv. New chemical storage facilities. 
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CHAPTER 7. GENERAL DEVELOPMENT 

STANDARDS 

SECTION 7.1. REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL USES 
The following sta ndards apply to all new uses, buildings , and structures, or expansions to existing uses buildings 

and structures, unless otherwise indicated, and shall be a continuing obligation.  The applicant shall submit a copy 

of all local, State, or federal licenses or permits and/or final inspections  as applicable, before obtaining a certificate 

of occupancy. 

SECTION 7.2. ACCESS TO LOTS 
A. No building shall be erected on a lot which does not abut a street right -of-way or have a deeded access 

easement to a street right-of-way.  

B. Pursuant to the NC Fire Prevention Code, before the issuance of a certificate of occupancy for the new 

construction or placement of a building, including any new single -family dwelling, an unobstructed driveway  

shall be installed with  a minimum width of 20 feet and minimum vertical clearance of 13 feet 6 inches for 

accessibility by service and emergency vehicles.  

C. Gates or barricades installed on fire apparatus access roads shall comply to the requirements in the adopted 

NC Fire Prevention Code.  

D. The need for driveways greater than 36 feet wide may be considered by NCDOT.  

E. No driveway (nearest edge) shall be located within 50 feet of an intersection except in the case where no other 

lot access to a street is available.  

F. All access, with the exception of the construction of a total of 1 single family dwelling, shall be approved by 

NCDOT before a building permit is issued.  

SECTION 7.3. ADDRESS DISPLAY 
A. The address number shall be displayed on the front of a building which is most clearly visible from the street 

and/or access easement.  

B. If a building is more than 75 feet or is not clearly visible, the address number shall also be displayed, a 

minimum of four  inches in height and with a minimum stroke width of 0.5 inches, within a three-foot perimeter 

at the end of the driveway , not including mailboxes,  nearest the street right -of-way that provides access to the 

building  (to comply with the requirements in the adopted NC Fire Code) .  

C. Numerals must be of contrasting color to the background and be of durable substance and mounting so as to 

withstand continual weatherization.  

D. No certificate of occupancy will be issued until address numbers are properly displayed.  

E. It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, remove, or deface any address number.   

F. Failure to post, replace, or remove an address number, unless remedied voluntarily within 30 days of 

notification by the Administrator,  will result in a violation of this Ordinance and subject to enforcement and 

penalties.  

 

EXAMPLE ADDRESS NUMBERS 
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SECTION 7.4. BUILDING SEPARATIONS 
No portion of any building shall be located less than 10 feet from any other building as measured to the closest 

point.  

SECTION 7.5. CORNER VISIBILITY 
No planting, fence , or other obstruction to visibility of vehicles shall be installed in a triangular area bounded by 

lines located adjacent to the edge of street paving along a corner lot and lines joining points along either pavement 

edge located 25 feet from the point of intersection, unless as directed by the NCDOT.  

 

CORNER VISIBILITY DIAGRAM 

 

 

SECTION 7.6. DEVELOPMENTS WITH MULTIPLE PRINCIPAL USES 
The principal building may include more than 1 principal use though each principal use is subject to applicable 

regulations for that use. In no case shall there be more than one principal building p er lot, unless specified 

elsewhere in this Ordinance such as a shopping center, manufactured home park, multi -family complex , or 

planned unit development.  

SECTION 7.7. FENCES AND WALLS 
Zoning setback requirements shall not apply to fences and retaining walls. Building permits are required for 

retaining walls of five  feet in height or higher in non -residential districts and retaining walls of four  feet or higher 

in residential districts . Fences shall not be located within a utility easement without prior approval of the easement 

holder .  

SECTION 7.8. HIGHWAY CORRIDOR OVERLAY DISTRICT 

A. NEW DEVELOPMENT 

All new building construction and major subdivisions within the Highway Corridor Overlay District ( HCOD ) 

shall comply with the regulations of this section. If there are more restrictive standards elsewhere in this 

Ordinance those standards shall control . 

B. EXISTING DEVELOPMENT 

1. If the total renovations, maintenance, and/or repairs to an existing building within a five-year period 

enlarge the footprint by 50% or more or collectively cost more than 50% of the tax value as recorded in the 

County tax record at the date of application, the entire lot shall comply with the requirements of this 

section.  

2. Existing developments subject to sub-section (1) above) shall fully meet the minimum requirements in this 

Ordinance, excluding the removal of asphalt , unless compliance is determined to be technically  infeasible 

as determined in the sole discretion of the Administrator or the Board of Commissioners . 
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C. EXEMPTIONS 

1. Single family (not including manufactured homes), duplexes (not including multi -family) and their 

accessory buildings and uses shall be exempted from these standards. 

2. Developed lots in the Village Business zoning district are exempted from the building and parking setbacks 

and landscaping standards in this section. 

D. MAINTENANCE AND CHANGES 

Maintenance or changes made to 50% or more of the existing exterior building facade or other exterior 

elements of the building shall comply with the standards in this section. 

E. SCREENING STANDARDS 

1. The screening standards of this section shall apply to any expansion of a parking lot by 10 or more parking 

spaces.  

2. If there is a change of use in a principal building , the lot shall fully comply with all applicable screening 

standards.  

3. Sites that do not conform to the applicable screening standards and have ceased operation for more than 

180 days after November 15, 2022, shall comply with the current screening standards. 

F. PROHIBITED USES 

1. URBAN TRANSITION SUB-DISTRICT 
The following use types are prohibited in the Urban Transition sub -district  of the HCOD  regardless of 

whether or not such use is allowable in the underlying zoning district : 

i. Accessory Manufactured Home;  

ii. Manufactured Home ;  

iii. Personal Workshop/Storage Building ;  

iv. Manufactured or Modular Home ;  

v. Storage Building Sales;  

vi. AÓÓɯÜÚÌÚɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯɁ ËÜÓÛɯ4ÚÌÚɂɯin the commercial uses portion of the principal use table (see 

Chapter 6);  

vii.  All uses listed under Ɂ6ÈÚÛÌɯ1ÌÓÈÛÌËɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɂɯin the industrial uses portion of the principal use table 

(see Chapter 6);  

viii.  Cemetery or Mausoleum/Commercial ;  

ix. Family Cemetery;  

x. High Impact Outdoor Recreation ;  

xi. Indoor Shooting Range;  

xii.  Outdoor Shooting Range;  

xiii.  Zoo/Petting Zoo ;  

xiv.  Major or Minor Telecommunications Tower ; and  

xv.   ÓÓɯÜÚÌÚɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯɁ6ÈÙÌÏÖÜÚÐÕÎɂɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÐÕËÜÚÛÙÐÈÓɯÜÚÌÚɯ×ÖÙÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ×ÙÐÕÊÐ×ÈÓɯÜÚÌɯÛÈÉÓÌɯȹÚÌÌɯ

Chapter 6). 

2. RURAL HIGHWAY SUB-DISTRICT 
The following use types are prohibited in the Rural Highway sub -district of the HCOD regardless of 

whether or not such use is allowable in the underlying zoning district:  

i. Sexually Oriented Business; 

ii. Outdoor Shooting Range; 

iii. AÓÓɯÜÚÌÚɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯɁ6ÈÚÛÌɯ1ÌÓÈÛÌËɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɂɯin the industrial uses portion of the principal use table 

(see Chapter 6). 

G. CONDITIONAL ZONING USES 

1. URBAN TRANSITION SUB-DISTRICT 
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Any commercial buildings in excess of 10,000 square feet and any of the following use types may only be 

permitted within an underlying conditional zoning district when the lot or site is also located in the Urban 

Transition sub-district of the HCOD:  

i. Group Care Facility ; 

ii. AÓÓɯÜÚÌÚɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯɁ5ÌÏÐÊÓÌɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɂɯin the commercial uses portion of the principal use table (see 

Chapter 6). 

iii. Manufacturing, General  

2. RURAL HIGHWAY SUB-DISTRICT 
Any commercial buildings in excess of 50,000 square feet and any of the following use types may only be 

permitted within an underlying conditional zoning district when the lot or site is also located in the Rural 

Highway  sub-district of the HCOD:  

i. Group Care Facility ; 

ii. AÓÓɯÜÚÌÚɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯɁ5ÌÏÐÊÓÌɯ2ÌÙÝÐÊÌÚɂɯin the commercial uses portion of the principal use table (see 

Chapter 6); 

iii.  ÓÓɯÜÚÌÚɯÓÐÚÛÌËɯÜÕËÌÙɯɁ ËÜÓÛɯ4ÚÌÚɂɯin the commercial uses portion of the principal use table (see 

Chapter 6); 

iv. Low Impact and High Impact Outdoor Recreation ; 

v. Mini -warehouse (Self-Service); 

vi. Manufactured Home Sales; 

vii.  Storage Building Sales; and 

viii.  Indoor Shooting Range. 

H. STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 

A stormwater management plan meeting the following requirements shall be submitted  as part of the 

application for development in the HCOD:  

1. The stormwater management plan and all stormwater control measures shall : 

i. Be designed by a professional licensed to complete such plans by the State of North Carolina; 

ii. MÌÌÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÚÛɯÊÜÙÙÌÕÛɯÌËÐÛÐÖÕɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ-ÖÙÛÏɯ"ÈÙÖÓÐÕÈɯ#Ì×ÈÙÛÔÌÕÛɯÖÍɯ$ÕÝÐÙÖÕÔÌÕÛÈÓɯ0ÜÈÓÐÛàɀÚɯȹ-"#$0Ⱥɯ

Stormwater Design Manual ; and  

iii. Be supported by the appropriate calculations, plan sheets, grading plans, planting plans and details, 

and specifications; 

2. The post development peak flow discharged rates shall not exceed the pre-development peak discharge 

rates for all storms up to and including the 25 -year, 24-hour event; and 

3. Prior to issuance of a Certificate of Occupancy, the applicant shall provide written certification prepared 

by a state-registered professional confirm ing the completed project is configured and operating in 

ÈÊÊÖÙËÈÕÊÌɯÞÐÛÏɯÛÏÌɯÈ××ÙÖÝÌËɯÚÛÖÙÔÞÈÛÌÙɯÔÈÕÈÎÌÔÌÕÛɯ×ÓÈÕȮɯÈÕËɯÚÏÈÓÓɯÚÜÉÔÐÛɯɁÈÚ-ÉÜÐÓÛɂɯ×ÓÈÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÈÓÓɯ

stormwater management measures after final construction is complete. 

I. BUILDING STANDARDS 

1. SETBACKS 
i. The front building setback from the highway ROW is  75 feet.  

ii. The building setback for internal lots with access to an internal  street ROW shall be 40 feet. 

iii. The building setback from residential districts is 50 feet.  

iv. The building setback from non -residential districts is 25 feet. 

SETBACK REQUIREMENTS 
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2. BUILDING DESIGN 
The following building  design standards shall apply only within  the Urban Transition sub-district:  

i. Principal building entrances shall be oriented to public streets or towards the corners of streets. 

ii. Utility services shall be located underground. Wooden poles are prohibited.  

iii. Exterior walls shall be at least 60% glass, brick, stone, cementitious siding, and wood clapboard siding 

on all sides of the building. Corrugated metal, plywood, particleboard, untreated wood, and similar 

material are prohibited.  

iv. Pitched roofs shall be clad in wood shingles, standing seam metal, slate, or asphalt shingles.  

v. High intensity, bright, metallic, fluorescent or neon façade colors are prohibited.  

vi. Neon tubing is not allowed as accent material. 

vii.  Accessory buildings and structures associated with a shopping center shall be of similar design, 

materials, and color as the principal structure.  

viii.  No accessory uses or structures are permitted in the front yard.  

3. HEIGHT 
i. The maximum building or structure height shall not exceed 35 feet.  

ii. Flagpoles and similar devices shall be limited to 35 feet in height. 

iii. All mechanical, electrical, communications, and service equipment, including satellite dishes shall be 

set back from the edge of the roof a minimum distance of one foot for every foot the feature extends 

above the roof surface.  

iv. Screen or parapet walls shall be constructed to the height of any fixture taller than three feet in height 

above the surface of the roof that would be visible from a street or abutting residential property.  

J. FENCES 

1. Fences may be located along or in side and rear yards only.  No fencing is permitted within a front or 

corner side yard. 

2. Fences and walls shall be subject to the standards for  Type 1 screening (see Section 7.11) as well as the 

following :  

i. Chain link fences shall be vinyl coated and be of a neutral color such as green, brown, or black; 

ii. Vinyl , wood board, shadow box, and /solid fence styles are permitted provided that the board width 

(vertical members) is not less than four inches or nominal  width  and not more than 10 inches nominal 

width ; and 

iii. Wooden fences greater than four feet in height are required to have a minimum of three horizontal 

support rails located in order to provide adequate support at the top, middle, and bottom portions of 

the fence.  The requirement for three horizontal support rails shall  not apply to vinyl fences.  
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K. PARKING 

1. REQUIRED SETBACKS 
i. The required parking setback from the highway right -of-way line is at least 50 feet.  

ii. The required parking setback for internal lots with access to an internal street right -of-way shall be at 

least 40 feet from the front lot line . 

PARKING SETBACKS 

 

 

2. LOCATION 
i. A development with 75 or fewer parking spaces may have a maximum of up to two  rows of  parking 

spaces located between any street and the front elevation of a building. All other off -street parking must 

be located on the side or rear of the building.  

ii. Developments with more than 75 parking spaces may have parking on at least three sides of the 

building but not more than 30% of the total provided off -street parking spaces shall be located between 

any street and the front elevation of a building.  

3. PAVING 
i. Off -street parking lot p aving is required in the Urban Transition sub-district only.  

ii. Suitable paving materials for required parking and driveway areas include, but are not limited to 

asphalt, porous asphalt, porous paving blocks, and concrete.  

iii. The use of grass is permitted for satellite parking areas. 

4. STRIPING 
i. Striping of individual off -street parking spaces is required in the Urban Transition sub-district only.  

ii. The individual parking spaces are not required to be delineated in parking lots  utilizing road bond, 

gravel, or grass surfacing. 

5. CURBING 
i. Curbing around off -street parking and vehicular use areas is required in the Urban Transition sub-

district  only.  

ii. In cases where curbing is required, each off -street parking space shall be provided with curbing or a 

tire stop. 

6. MAINTENANCE 
Parking areas shall be maintained to provide for vehicle access and shall be kept free of litter, debris, 

outdoor display and sales activities, and material storage, including portable containers.  

7. SERVICE AREAS 
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Parking for service vehicles and loading areas shall be designated, located, and screened with Type 1 or 

Type 2 screening (see Section 7.11) to minimize the view from adjacent properties and rights -of-way at the 

rear of the buildings.  

8. COMPACT SPACES 
i. Up to 20% of the total number of required off -street parking spaces may be provided by compact or 

alternative transportation spaces, no less than eight feet in width.  

ii. Parking may also accommodate electric vehicle charging stations. 

9. STORAGE 
Off -street parking areas may be used only for temporary parking and not for any type of loading, sales, 

dead storage, or repair work. 

10. STACKING 
Where drive -thru or drive -up facilities are provided, space shall be provided to accommodate not less than 

three cars per stacking lane. 

L. ACCESS 

1. Within a development, safe and easy-to-use circulation is an important design principle.  

2. The following a ccess standards are required on lots and development sites located in the Urban Transition 

sub-district  only.  

3. All adjoining parcels serving (or potentially serving) non -residential or multi -family uses shall be 

interconnected as follows: 

I. INTERCONNECTIVITY 

01. All parking lots shall dedicate access easements and provide interconnectivity to adjoining 

properties.  

02. The parking lot connection shall at least 20 feet wide.  

03. If applicable, the connection shall align with a connection that has been previously constructed on 

an adjacent property. 

PARKING LOT CONNECTION 

 

 

II. STREET FRONTAGE 

01. Any lot that is to be created or any existing lot on which a structure is to be erected or a use to be 

established shall be accessible to a public or private street right-of-way.  
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02. Access via easement is not permitted. 

III. DRIVEWAYS 

01. The maximum driveway width is 36 feet.  

02. The maximum number of driveways per lot is two .  

03. Where two or more driveways are located on the same lot, the minimum distance between the 

drive ways shall be 30 feet.  

04. The minimum distance between a street intersection and a driveway entrance is 100 feet, except in 

cases where no other lot access to a street is available.  

05. Common or shared driveways on adjoining lots are recommended.  

M. SCREENING ALONG HIGHWAY RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

Lots abutting highway right -of-way in the HCOD (see Section 3.19) shall provide screening in accordance 

with the following standards:  

1. Lots lines abutting a highway right -of-way shall provide  a 50-foot-wide landscaping buffer  that includes 

at least 18 trees (with  at least 50% evergreen) and 25 shrubs per 100 linear feet of buffer. 

2.  New or supplemental trees  planted with in the required buffer shall  grow to at least 10 feet in height 

within five  years of planting . 

3. New or supplemental shrubs planted with in the required buffer shall  grow to at least five feet in height 

within five  years of planting . 

4. Vegetation within the required buffer area shall be distributed along the entire length and width of the 

planted buffer.  

5. A mixture of plant types is recommended to mitigate the spread of disease.  

N. VEHICULAR USE AREA SCREENING 

1. PERIMETER SCREENING 
i. Perimeter screening of vehicular use areas is required in the Urban Transition sub-district  only.  

ii. New or supplemental trees planted as part of perimeter screening shall grow to 10 feet in height within 

five  years of planting .  

iii. Shrubs planted as part of perimeter screening shall grow to three feet in height within three years of 

planting .  

iv. All off -street parking, loading, and service areas shall be screened from view by use of one or more of 

the following:  

01. A building ; 

02. A stone or brick wall , which may only be located within  side and rear yards; 

03. One tree, other than a longleaf pine , located every 30 feet on-center and one shrub located every 

three feet on-center; or 

04. Establishment of a type 1, 2, or 3 perimeter screen (see Section 7.11) along lot  lines in locations not 

more than 20 feet from ÝÌÏÐÊÜÓÈÙɯÜÚÌɯÈÙÌÈɀÚ edge. 

2. SCREENING WITHIN VEHICLE USE AREA 
i. Screening within vehicle use areas is required in the Urban Transition sub-district  only.  

ii. In addition to exterior screening requirements, trees shall be installed in planting areas within parking 

lots to provide shade coverage and break up large areas of impermeable surface allowing areas for 

water infiltration.  

iii. New or supplemental trees planted in vehicle use areas shall grow to 10 feet in height within five years 

of planting .  

iv. Planting areas shall meet the following  requirements: 

01. TREES 
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Two trees, excluding longleaf pines, for 10 parking spaces distributed throughout the vehicular 

use area.. Landscaped areas containing trees that are surrounded by impervious surfaces shall 

have a minimum width of nine feet and include a minimum planting area of 150 square feet each.  

02. SHRUBS 

In addition to required trees, each planting area shall include evergreen shrubs configured so that 

there are at least four evergreen shrubs for every 10 parking spaces. In no instance shall shrubs be 

installed in a configuration that will interfere with their normal growth habit and diameter.  

03. GROUNDCOVER 

Each planting  area shall be landscaped with  mulch, groundcover, shrubs, or grass to protect 

against soil erosion. 

04. BARRIERS 

Barriers, such as wheel stops or six-inch standard curbs, must be provided between vehicular use 

areas and landscaped areas. 

 

VEHICULAR USE AREA SCREENING REQUIREMENTS 

 

 

O. DUMPSTER, MECHANICAL AND ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT, OUTDOOR STORAGE SCREENING 

1. All storage facilities shall be located to the rear of the primary building and shielded from any public 

roadway or adjacent property by means of type 1 (chained link is prohibited) or type 2 screening, unless 

already screened by a buffer yard.  

2. Dumpster screening shall be at least five feet in height. 
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P. SIGNS 

1. The maximum height for a sign is six feet.  

2. Sign colors shall be uniform between ground sign s and wall sign s on the same lot or site.  

3. Sign colors shall be muted.  

4. Off -premises signs are prohibited.  

Q. LIGHTING 

1. DARK SKY ILLUMINATION 
i. Light source locations shall be chosen to minimize the hazards of glare.  

ii. The ratio of spacing to mounting height shall not exceed a four -to-one ratio. 

2. SIGN ILLUMINATION 
Electronic changeable message signs are prohibited.  

3. PARKING LOT LIGHTING 
i. The maximum mounting height of illumination is 30 feet from the ground to the light source.  

ii. Light poles and fixtures shall be a matte or low -gloss grey, black, dark earthen, or bronze finish to 

minimize glare from the light source.  

4. EXTERIOR LIGHTING 
i. The maximum average-maintained illumination is 3.0 lumens per square feet at the property line.  

ii. The light source must be white light.  

iii. The use of laser source light or any similar high intensity light for outdoor entertainment or 

advertisement is prohibited.  

iv. Awnings and canopies shall not be illuminated internally.  

SECTION 7.9. HEIGHT 

A. GENERALLY 

1. Except within the Industrial (I) district, the m aximum height of any building or structure shall be 40 feet 

or as otherwise required by the NC Building Code.  

2. The maximum height of any building or structure within the Industrial (I) district  shall be 60 feet or as 

otherwise required by  the NC Building Code.  

3. Church steeples, chimneys, water tanks or towers, fire towers, flag poles, monuments, silos, grain 

elevators, conveyors, and similar appurtenances are exempt from the maximum building or structure 

height requirements and may be erected to any height in accordance with the NC Fire Prevention Code.   

4. Pursuant to NCGS 143-151.75, the County may not authorize the construction of any tall  building or 

structure within  five  miles a major military installation without endorsement from the State Construction  

Office.  

SECTION 7.10. EXTERIOR ILLUMINATION 
All exterior light ing shall be shielded to prevent light from directly hitting abutting  property or any public right -

of-way. 

SECTION 7.11. NON-RESIDENTIAL SCREENING 

A. APPLICABILITY 

1. The standards in this section are intended to provide adequate buffering between non -residential and 

residential land uses.  

2. Unless exempted in accordance with sub-section (3) below, any new development including parking lots 

or a new use (shall install screening along the side and rear lot lines that abut any residentially zoned 
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property and along any front setback abutting residentially zoned property (not abutting a street right -of-

way or railroad right -of-way). 

3. The following uses are exempted from these screening requirements: 

i. Agricultural uses ; 

ii. Temporary uses; 

iii. Home occupation level 1; 

iv. Neighborhood parks ; 

v. Single family residential  dwellings;  

vi. Duplexes; and  

vii.  Expansions to existing buildings or structures of 250 square feet or less. 

B. EXISTING SCREENING 

Existing vegetation and berms shall be used to meet all or part of the requirements of this section, wherever 

possible, provided the spirit and intent of this section is maintained .  

C. ALTERNATIVE SCREENING 

In the event that the unusual topography of a site would make it physically impossible to install and maintain 

the required screening, the Administrator may alter the requirements of this section, provided  the spirit and 

intent of this section is maintained. 

D. SCREENING TYPES 

Unless specified elsewhere in this Ordinance, the screening shall be one of the following: 

1. TYPE 1 
A type 1 screen consists of a six-foot-high brick or stone wall, cinder block wall, basket weave chain link 

fence, or wooden plank fence (including entrance and exit gates) as depicted in the example pictures 

below, with the finished side of fence facing the adjoining property.  

TYPE 1 SCREENING 

  

 
 
























































































































































































































































































































































